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Award-Winning Young Adult Author, Crystal 
Maldonado visits Montrose September 28

By Addy Ascencio, Adult Services Librarian

When I think about fall, I think about 
crisp, cool mornings, crunchy leaves, hot 
chocolate, and cozy reads. It’s a time of 
warmth even though the temperature 
slowly decreases and the days grow 
shorter. There’s something about fall 
that makes us slow down, especially 
after the whirlwind and excitement of 
Summer Reading at the library. It makes 
us pause, reflect, and relish in our feel-
ings. 

With the support of the Friends of the 
Montrose Library, we are so honored to 
host a young adult author who packs a 
whole lot of feelings in her books, per-
fect for cozy fall days. Crystal Maldo-
nado is the author of two young adult 
books, Fat Chance, Charlie Vega and No 
Filter and Other Lies. Maldonado’s work 
centers Latinx main characters who 
navigate through familial relationships, 
identity, friendship, love, and self-ac-
ceptance in our contemporary world. 
Her first novel, Fat Chance, Charlie Vega 
was named a New England Book Award 
Winner and an NPR Best Book of the 
Year, among other accolades. The re-
cently published No Filter and Other Lies 
already has been named a Junior Library 
Guild Gold Standard Selection.

On September 28, we have a full day of 
events planned in the community and 
in the library. The first event will be held 
for students in collaboration with Mon-
trose High School, where Crystal Maldo-
nado will present on a topic regarding 
race and identity in Latinx literature. If 
you’re an MHS student, you may have 
seen Maldonado’s work as part of your 
required reading list (that was part of 
our carefully crafted plan). 

Then, we will have a special Teen(ish) 
Book Club edition with Maldonado join-
ing us in person! If you are interested 
in geeking out about books and getting 
the behind-the-scenes details, register to 
join at bit.ly/mrldteen. Recommended 
for 13+. Every participant will get a copy 

of one of Maldonado’s books. Copies of 
Charlie Vega tiene un problema gordo are 
available in Spanish, too! 

by James Stetson, Youth Services Librarian

In upcoming months, the Montrose Re-
gional Library will renew a popular 
tween/teen program: SafeSitter! If you’re 
not familiar with it, this babysitter train-
ing program was designed by Registered 
Nurses to provide quality, data-driven 
instruction for young people. 

Kids in 4th-6th grades can attend the Safe 
At Home workshop to learn safe and 
healthy home-alone behaviors. Middle 
school and high school students can learn 
about safe and fun babysitting skills in 
October and then add on First Aid and 
CPR certifications at the November train-
ing session.

Maybe you have a kid between ages 9 

SafeSitter Workshops Return for Fall
and 12 who is starting to stay at home 
alone. Or perhaps you’re a tween or teen 
that watches brothers or sisters, nieces or 
nephews, and you want some more train-
ing. Then again, you might want to start 
up your own babysitting business. Infor-
mation on all of these topics and more are 
provided in one of three SafeSitter pro-
grams being offered this fall.

Mark your calendars for the Safe At Home 
workshop on September 17, Safe Sitter Es-
sentials on October 15 or Essentials + First 
Aid/CPR on November 19. All programs 
will occur in the Library Meeting Room 
at 9 a.m. and snacks and drinks will be 
provided. Space is limited, so to sign up, 
or for more information, please contact 
James at 970-964-2551 or 
jstetson@montroselibrary.org.

Lastly, we will have an evening writing 
workshop with Crystal Maldonado in 
the library, open to the public. The writ-
ing workshop will focus specifically on 
writing for a young adult audience and 
will include writing exercises. If you’re 
an aspiring young adult author, you 
won’t want to miss this! Space is limited 
and we will have more details on how to 
register available soon! 

As a fat, brown Latina, I adored Fat 
Chance, Charlie Vega because of how 
deeply it resonated with me. I remember 
being like Charlie, an aspiring writer, a 
hopeless romantic, a girl unsure of who I 
was or where I belonged. I know I’m not 
alone. And that is what makes Maldona-
do one of my favorite authors. She has 
a uniquely distinct voice and ability to 
make you feel seen. 

At the library, we recognize the impor-
tance of reflecting stories of our commu-
nity. It is especially important due to the 
diversity of Latinx people in our com-
munity. We believe that seeing a Latinx 
author who mirrors shared experiences 
with Latinx teens will be a moment that 
resonates with them, too, just like it was 
for me. 
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Citizenship Practice Series

by Taylor Evans, 
Adult Services Librarian

The library is happy to work in col-
laboration with Deborah Conroe, a 
citizenship teacher, and various other 
organizations on a citizenship practice 
series! This series has been developed 
to offer weekly citizenship practice 
and tutoring to adults while providing 
educational programming for their 
children. Parents will have organized 
time with their children at the end 
of each event and, if they so choose, 
single adults can join to learn about 
community resources for immigrants 
in Montrose.

This ten part series will take place 
Monday evenings, starting on Septem-
ber 10.  Before the citizenship practice 
sessions start, parents will drop their 
children off in the the Margeurite H. 
Gill Children’s Room. Tina Meiners, 
the Head of Youth Services, will be 
there to greet families and sign their 
children in for an hour of program-
ming. All children, ages 4 and up, are 
welcome to join a bilingual story time 
with craft activities while their parents 
move on to the citizenship practice 
sessions.

Deborah Conroe, an experienced citi-
zenship teacher, will lead the citizen-
ship practice sessions. Deborah will 
base her lessons off of the instructions 
provided by the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services. She will teach 

adult attendees about the steps in-
volved in a citizenship test, and her 
background as an English as a Second 
Language teacher will be helpful for 
attendees who are not fluent in En-
glish. Students will gain confidence 
in reading, writing, and speaking in 
English. They are also going to gain 
digital literacy skills in an interactive 
class format. A hybrid option will be 
open to all attendees.

Right after the citizenship tutoring and 
Youth Services programing, parents 
will reunite with their children to 
discuss what their children learned in 
Youth Services programming and how 
to further those lessons at home. That 
involves receiving crafts and bilingual 
books to take home with them. Fami-
lies and single adults will learn about 
local resources of interest to immi-
grants and English language learners, 
such as connections for navigating the 
school system and furthering adult ed-
ucation. Representatives from a variety 
of community organizations that aim 
to help families and individuals lead 
healthy and productive lives will pro-
vide information on their resources.

Please email Taylor at tevans@
montroselibrary.org to register yourself 
and your family for this program. We 
need your registration information in 
order to provide sufficient child care 
and educational resources for every 
family. We look forward to seeing you 
at our citizenship practice series!

Mark Your Calendars!
  Friends of the Library Book Sale, 
  October 6-9
FOL Members Only
Thursday, October 6: 4-7 PM 

Open to the public:
Friday, October 7: 10 AM - 6 PM
Saturday, October 8: 10 AM - 5 PM
Sunday, October 9: 1-3 PM ($5 bag sale on Sunday Only)

Interested in joining the Friends? Here are just a few benefits:
• Shop early at Friends of the Library book sales, held twice a 

year
• Receive invitations to Friends of the Library events
• Satisfaction of supporting your community libraries

To learn more about the Friends or become a member, visit 
http://www.montroselibrary.org/support-mrld/
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by Sara Rinne, Head of Adult Services

Everywhere there are signs that fall is ap-
proaching, and I couldn’t be happier! My fa-
vorite season is heralded by cool mornings, 
back-to-school fever, pumpkin spice every-
thing, and a new slate of library programs!
This fall, our tireless Adult Services librar-
ians have put together a full schedule of 
programs, with something for everyone. 
Perennial favorites, like the Library Book 
Club and Crafternoon will continue, and 
new additions will bring many opportuni-
ties to learn and be entertained.

The Library Book Club is held on the first 
Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in the li-
brary. Some exciting titles have been chosen 
for the 2022-2023 year, including blockbust-
ers such as The Four Winds, The Dictionary 
of Lost Words, The Soul of an Octopus, and 
The Overstory. The book club is open to 
anyone who would like to join in the discus-
sion. Get in touch with Laura at lmclean@
montroselibrary.org to learn more about the 
Book Club.

Laura also coordinates the weekly crafting 
program called Crafternoon. If you like to 
knit, crochet, or just get together with other 
crafters, come to the library every Thurs-
day from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The library can 
provide yarn, so just bring your needles or 
hook, and get started! Completed projects 
like hats and blankets are donated to char-
itable organizations, so it’s a great way to 
apply your amazing crafting skills! 

If you prefer to work on craft projects from 
the comfort of home, keep your eye out for 
seasonal  Take-and-Make craft kits, avail-
able at the Reference Desk in October and 
December. Craft kits are up for grabs in the 
first week of the month. Watch the library’s 
Facebook page for availability, or email Lau-
ra (lmclean@montroselibrary.org) for more 
information.

A Harvest of Fall Programs at the Library

Anyone interested in cultivating more still-
ness, both within and around you, is en-
couraged to attend our Mindfulness Matters 
series. Led by Erin Easton, founder of New 
Leaf Coaching, this series of two hour class-
es will introduce what mindfulness is and 
ways to practice it. 

Email Taylor at tevans@montroselibrary.
org for more information and to register for 
these events.

You can also email Taylor for information 
about another programming series - Legal 
Services. Monthly programs in September 
through December will focus on a different 
subject, from dealing with debt to SSI and 
SSDI, presented by attorneys from Colorado 
Legal Services. These workshops are de-
signed to help anyone with questions about 
legal issues, and are particularly tailored 
toward low-income and at-risk individuals. 

Legal assistance will be provided by Colo-
rado Legal Services. Check the newsletter’s 
calendar, the Library’s Facebook page, or 
the Library’s website for dates and times.

Death Cafe will be returning this fall, by 
popular demand, with meet-ups in Septem-
ber, October, and November. Death Cafe is 
an open forum to discuss all things death 
and dying, in a supportive atmosphere. 

Death Cafe is not a grief support group, but 
is instead a way to think and talk about this 
often taboo subject. And there are always 
refreshments - tea and cake! For more infor-
mation about Death Cafe - what it is, what 
it isn’t, and how to participate, email Sara at 
srinne@montroselibrary.org.

If you’re interested in learning about how 
opioids are affecting our community, please 
plan to attend our Opioid Seminar series. 

These presentations 
will explore the 
effects of the opioid 
epidemic on this 
community and on 
individuals, and will 
provide resources 
people could use 
for help. Samantha 
Peel Ed.D. LPC and 
Kathleen Burnell MA 
LPC, from the Center for Mental Health, 
will present in September. Allie McDonald, 
a Peer Recovery Coach with Advocates for 
Recovery Colorado in MADA will present in 
December. Email Taylor for more informa-
tion at tevans@montroselibrary.org.

October is Family History Month, and the 
library is partnering with the Montrose 
Historical Society and the Fore-Kin Trails 
Genealogical Society to provide programs 
for all ages. For adults, we will be hosting 
a Twilight Tour of Cedar Cemetery, where 
participants can hear the stories of famous 
(or infamous) Montroseans from days of 
yore. Email Sara - srinne@montroselibrary.
org - to learn more and sign up.

And finally, we are introducing two fun 
programs for families this fall. Cocoa with 
Coco will be—you guessed it—a family 
movie night. Partnering with the Youth Ser-
vices team, we're celebrating the magic of 
Disney's Coco with family and friends at the 
library on Friday, September 23 at 5:30 p.m! 
Hot chocolate and treats will be provided to 
enjoy. Bring a camping chair for more com-
fortable and relaxed seating. 

We also invite you to join friends and 
neighbors to play Lotería on September 
15 and October 12 at 4:30 p.m.  Lotería is a 
traditional Mex-
ican game (think 
Bingo!) with deep 
cultural roots that 
dates back to the 
1700s. It's a free 
and fun game, 
open to all ages. 

To learn more, or sign up to participate in ei-
ther (or both!) of these fun family programs, 
email Addy at aascencio@montroselibrary.
org.

Please check out the calendar in this news-
letter for dates and times, as well as for oth-
er information on our Citizenship classes, 
and more programs for kids and teens. We 
hope that you will join us this fall for one— 
or many—library programs!
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Youth Services Activity Guide

by Tina Meiners, 
Head of Youth Services

The Montrose Regional Library 
is starting its third year with the 
STEAM Equity Grant, which was 
awarded to twelve organizations 
in the United States. Through this 

STEAM Equity Grant: What’s Next?

grant, the vision is to assist rural com-
munities to empower tweens and their 
families around equitable STEAM learn-
ing and career paths by leveraging their 
existing strengths, interests, and diverse 
cultures.

On the calendar for this season are three 
exciting learning opportunities. First, 
the Montrose Library will host a metal 
detecting and rock-hounding program 
with the Uncompahgre Treasure Club 
on September 14 where participants will 
learn how to use metal detectors to find 
‘treasure’ on the library property. 

Next, on November 5, is Cosmic Art—a 
collaboration between artist Anne Hock-
enberry and Bryan Cashion with the 
Black Canyon Astronomical Society to 
see how art meets and merges with the 
solar system. Both programs will be for 
participants 9-14 years.

We also have our second STEAM Equity 
exhibit arriving in late October. Learn 
about outer space, weather, oceanogra-
phy, and more through an interactive 
global display. Challenge your obser-
vation skills and explore citizen science 
opportunities to study animals, weather, 

the night sky, and more in this 
hands-on experience. The exhi-
bition is especially designed for 
tweens 10 to 13 years old and 
their families, but people of all 
ages will have fun learning and 
exploring. The exhibition is writ-
ten in both English and Spanish.

Finally, don’t forget to stop by the li-
brary and check out the interactive 
displays that are part of the grant, like 
the Macroinvertebrate Citizen Science 
display which is a carryover from a 
tween/teen program during the sum-
mer reading program. Take home an 
activity bag to continue learning about 
various STEAM topics with your family 
today.

For more information about the grant, 
the programs mentioned, or the exhibit, 
please contact Tina Meiners at 
tmeiners@montroselibrary.org.

Weekly Storytimes
August 22 to December 16

Library Meeting Room

Baby & Me Storytime
Wednesdays from 10 – 10:30 AM

Enjoy early literacy through stories, songs, and rhymes. This 
program is designed for children birth to 18 months. 
*If you have children older than 18 mos please attend the 
Family Storytimes.

Family Storytime
Thursdays from 10 – 10:30 AM

Fridays from 10 – 10:30 AM

Enjoy interactive stories, songs, and play. All ages welcome!

Creation Station: Mondays at 4 PM
Children’s Room

Quick crafts with a pinch of science! 

Chess Club: Tuesdays at 4 PM
Children’s Room

Learn and play chess in person. Chess sets provided.  All 
ages welcome.

LEGO Club: Wednesdays at 3 PM
Library Meeting Room

Design, build, and have fun with LEGO building blocks. This 
program is designed for children 4-11 years old. 

Space is limited. Attendance is first come, first seated. 
Get your picture on the Builder’s Wall of Fame!

Marguerite H. Gill Children's Room 
320 S 2nd St, Montrose, CO 81401  
970-249-9656, Option 2 
www.montroselibrary.org
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La Biblioteca Regional del Distrito de Montrose se complace 
en aceptar solicitudes de pasaportes en nombre del Depar-
tamento de Estado de E.U.A. Los ciudadanos de los Estados 
Unidos que planean viajes internacionales pueden solicitar 
sus pasaportes en la biblioteca.

Las citas deben hacerse con 24 horas de anticipación.
Para español pregunte por Ruby.

Aceptamos Solicitudes 
de Pasaportes

by Karen Funke, 
Head of Outreach Services

The Montrose Regional 
Library Bookmobile and 
Bookvan have had a fun 
and busy summer out 
and about in our commu-
nity. The summer reading 
program wrapped up at 
the end of July with amazing 
crafts and giveaways. It is 
always sad to say goodbye 
to the friends we met on our 
weekly stops to parks and 
neighborhoods.

Our library Director, Paul 
Paladino, and his sidekick, 

Sunny, drove the Bookmobile 
in three summer parades.  It 
is fun getting the Bookmo-
bile ready for a parade, but 
washing that big bus is really 
a lot of work! Maybe you saw 
us at the Farmers Market, 
Rec Center five-year anni-
versary, Community Night 

Bookmobile, Bookvan Bring the Library to You
at the County Fair, or Youth 
Appreciation Day? We enjoy 
hearing people’s fond mem-
ories of having a bookmobile 
visit their communities when 
they were young, and what a 
treasure it was for them.

As we transition to the school 
year and fall activities, the 
Bookmobile will be visiting 
the Early Childhood Center 
and Outer Range School for 
regular stops, and we will be 
at the Olathe Town Park ev-
ery other Wednesday on early 
school release days. More 
locations and dates to follow.
Fall lobby stops will continue 
to our senior living centers.  

Cuentos de Servicios Juveniles
22 de agosto al 16 de diciembre

Sala de Reuniones 

Hora de cuentos de bebé y yo
Miércoles de 10:00am a 10:30am 

Disfrute de la alfabetización temprana a través de cuentos, 
canciones y rimas. Este programa está diseñado para recién 
nacidos hasta los 18 meses.
*Si tiene hijos mayores de 18 meses, asista a Hora de Cuentos 
en Familia

Hora de cuentos en familia
Jueves de 10:00am a 10:30am
Viernes de 10:00am a 10:30am

Disfruta de historias interactivas, canciones y juegos. ¡Todas 
las edades son bienvenidas!

Programas Semanales
Estación Creativa  

¡Manualidades rápidas con una pizca de ciencia!  
Todos los lunes de 4:00 a 5:00pm  

Sección de los niños

Club de LEGO 
Todos los miércoles  
3:00pm a 4:00pm 

Sala de Reuniones
El espacio es limitado--primero en llegar, primero en sentarse. 

¡Pon tu foto en el Muro de la Fama del Constructor!

The MRLD Bookmobile will be in Montrose and Olathe. 
Please check dates below for a stop near you.
La Biblioteca Móvil estará en Montrose y Olathe. En
cuentra las fechas y paradas cerca de ti.

Thursday Stops / Paradas los jueves
Altrusa Park

3:00pm-4:00pm
1521 S Hillcrest Dr. Montrose, CO 81401

September 1st & 15th / 1 & 15 de septiembre
October 6th & 20th / 6 & 20 de octubre

November 3rd & 17th / 3 & 17 de noviembre

Buckley Park
3:00pm-4:00pm

300 N Nevada Ave, Montrose, CO 81401
September 8th & 22nd / 8 & 22 de septiemtre

October 13th & 27th / 13 & 27 de octubre
November 10 / 10 de noviembre

Come see us for our following events:
Ven a vernos para nuestros siguientes eventos:

Pizza Harvest @ Montrose Botanic Gardens / Cosecha de 
Pizza en los Jardines Botánicos de Montrose

September 10th / 10 de septiembre, 10am-12pm

Reading Festival @ Altrusa Park / Festival de Lectura en el 
Altrusa Park

October 22nd / 22 de octubre, 1pm-4pm

Scarecrow Festival @ Montrose Botanic Gardens / Festival 
del Espantapájaros en los Jardines Botánicos de Montrose

October 15th / 15 de octubre, 10am-12pm

¡Por favor, recuerda visitar www.montroselibrary.org y 
redes sociales para encontrar información sobre programas 

We enjoy getting to know 
our more seasoned library 
patrons and providing books 
and materials that they enjoy 
reading.

The Bookvan keeps weekly 
deliveries going to Montrose 
and Olathe residents. If you 
would like your library mate-
rials delivered, click the deliv-
ery button on the dropdown 
menu when you are on the 
library catalog, or call the li-
brary for assistance. I bet you 
have noticed all of the beau-
tiful new books pouring into 
the library. What a library, 
and what a community!
See you out on the road!

lunes - viernes
10:00am - 5:00pm

sábado - citas limitadas 

Phone: 970-249-9656 ext. 7
E-mail: passport@mrld.us

Visite montroselibrary.org/passport-services/ para encon-
trar enlaces útiles y llenar el formulario de citas.

Para formularios, información sobre documentación requeri-
da, tarifas e información internacional visite: travel.state.gov

y eventos divertidos!
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Naturita Community Library
Hours of Service

Monday-Friday
10 AM - 6 PM
Saturday: 10-3
Sunday: closed

  Contact Info:

  voice (970) 787-2270
  fax (970) 787-2273
  naturitacommunitylibrary@yahoo.com

Follow us on Facebook!

Search for 
Naturita Community Library, or go to:
www.facebook.com/NaturitaLibrary

by Susan Rice, Branch Manager

Here’s how Naturita’s Summer Reading 
Program looks: Our community’s kids 
come in through the 1st Avenue sliding 
doors. Those who can write their name 
on the take home bag do so before they 
sit on the rug to listen to the day’s sto-
ry, which pertains to the theme and the 
craft of the day. After the story comes a 
song – this year, Raena made up a mer-
maid song using the “Five Little Ducks” 
song as a template, which included hand 
gestures. 

End of  ‘Oceans of  Possibilities’ 
Marks the End of  Summer

For crafts this year we decided on ‘mem-
ory crafts’ that parents and kids can save 
as keepsakes. The kids made plaster of 
Paris hand prints, ocean scenes with 
shells, and Tic Tac Toe boards with rocks 
painted to look like mermaid tails, a 
suncatcher using ocean charms and sea 
glass beads, and many more age-ap-
propriate creative crafts. Crafts like this 
assist in the development of fine motor 
control, or engaging in small, precise 
movements. 

The crafting area is only one station of 
several throughout the library and its 
grounds. Outside, the kids engage in 
activities to develop large-scale motor 
control, such as water play, obstacle 
courses, ring and ball-toss, and much 
more. Large motor skill activities devel-
op large muscle movements responsible 
for running, jumping and throwing.

The last station prepared for the kids is 

a Social-Emotional Corner, where books 
are read that are geared towards the de-
velopment of the ability to identify and 
understand one’s own feelings, to accu-
rately read and comprehend the emo-
tional state of others, to regulate one’s 
own behavior, to develop empathy for 
others, and to maintain healthy relation-
ships. Along with the story, the kids are 
given small craft kits to add to their take 
home bags, which also include themed 
work sheets. 

The Summer 
Reading Program 
wrapped up with the 
End of the Summer 
BBQ for Summer 
Reading Kids and 
families plus the 
BBQ is open to ev-
eryone. The positive 
feedback from the 
community focused 
on the camaraderie 

of the event, and the joy of watching the 
kids having a fabulous time. Each par-
ticipant went home with an activity bag 
and a book.

Thank you to Leslie Ament, Terri Jami-
son, Alice Orth, and Vicki Allen, our 
volunteers extraordinaire.

Fall Programs
The Pinhead Institute continues to 
support community kids with STEAM 
programming beginning September 8, 
after school. Naturita will host a 3- week 
program on printing with different me-
dia. 

Raena is taking the lead on producing 
our 2nd annual “Haunted Library.” 
We have been asked to continue our 
craft bags for teens and adults. We are 
planning exciting projects such as the 
making of leather-bound journals, sun-
catchers, and nail polish marble mugs, 
to name a few.

Naturita Community Library is serving 
the community in accordance with our 
mission statement, “Montrose Regional 
Library District fosters community by 
providing resources, encouraging read-
ing and supporting lifelong learning.”
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Naturita Book Club 
Meets September 27

The Libraries of Montrose Coun-
ty Foundation believes that read-
ing opens up a lifetime of infor-
mation, inspiration and pleasure 
to those who make reading a 
lifelong habit. To encourage this 
discipline, the Foundation now 
offers the Literature for Life 
scholarship based on reading 
great literature and thinking 

Interested in Encouraging Reading 
in Montrose County?

seriously about its content. This scholarship opportunity is 
available to residents of Montrose County attending a 4-year 
academic institution.

Would you like to become one of the founding donors of this 
new effort? 

A $2,500 gift would fund one week of scholarship grant per 
year forever, while a $500 gift would fund a recipient’s books 
for an academic year. This donation may be contributed in 
lump sum or monthly over 50 months. 

We look forward to joining with you in duplicating the suc-
cess of the Permanent Book Funds, laying another brick in the 
foundation of a bright future for our community.

If you would like to learn more about the Literature for Life 
Scholarship, contact Paul Paladino at 970-249-9656, email  
foundation@montroselibrary.org, or stop by the library and 
ask for a brochure.

A Haunting We Will Go
by Raena Wedel, Library Assistant

Naturita Community Library is already 
working on our 2nd Haunted Library 
for Halloween, which will be Friday, 
October 28 from 5:30-8 pm.  Staff is re-
cycling and upcycling things that would 
otherwise be thrown away to build 
props and characters for this year’s 
maze. 

The theme this year is “Halloween at 
the Movies” and each aisle of the library 
will feature props and scenes from dif-
ferent movies or tv shows. The movies 
are Halloween, Hocus Pocus, The Walking 
Dead, Saw, Sleepy Hollow, 5 Nights at Fred-
dy’s, Alice in Wonderland, Harry Potter, 
Hansel and Gretel, Goosebumps and Bee-
tlejuice. We will have dinner, the maze, a 
photobooth, and games. 

by Cliff Allred, Library Assistant

The Naturita Community Library Book 
Club has continued through the sum-
mer months, holding steady at around 
ten members. We are currently reading 
The Blind Assassin, by Margaret Atwood, 
for August, and September will be The 
Seed Keeper, by Diane Wilson, which is a 
spiritual successor to Braiding Sweetgrass, 
by Robin Wall Kimmerer. Beyond that, 
the members have asked to try some 
classic literature – I’m thinking of trying 
Franz Kafka and something by one of 
the Brönte sisters.

The Naturita Early Litera-
cy Outreach Program starts 
again the first Tuesday in 
September and runs through 
April, with breaks coinciding 
with school holiday breaks. 
Ms. Raena will be going into 
the Preschool to read, sing 
songs, and do crafts with the 
kids. She will also have the 
program in house at Naturita 
Community Library on Tues-
days from 11:15-11:45. We also 
provide all materials needed 
and instructions to the Par-
adox Valley Charter School 
preschool class.

The outreach program begins 
with the Hello Song, where 
Ms. Raena starts teaching 
the kids sign language to go 
along with the song. Next, she 
reads a book and then hands 
out the materials needed for 
each child to make their craft. 
After the craft, if time permits, 
the kids get to pick songs 
from the song sack. We sing 
and act out the songs. The 
program ends with the Good-

Early Literacy Outreach

Families will start with a dinner of 
spaghetti and garlic bread, then make 
their way through the maze. At the 
half-way point of the maze will be the 
photobooth, and families will have their 
picture printed right there. At the end 
of the maze, kids will get a free book 
and head outside to play games and get 
more goodies.

This year some of the local kids will 
dress up as characters from the movies 
listed above and be active participants, 
interacting with families as they travel 
through the maze. 

We are excited to offer the Haunted 
Library again this year, and look for-
ward to seeing everyone who comes. 
Costumes are not required, but always 
welcome.

The biggest new 
development is that 
we are planning 
on having Craig 
Childs, author of 
The Secret Knowledge 
of Water and many 
others, speak to the 
book club this fall 
or winter.

The September book club will take place 
on September 27, at 12:30 pm.

bye Song, again done in sign 
language.

The books are chosen to 
match the theme for each 
week. The themes can include 
social/emotional, learning 
science, imagination, and hol-
idays. There are also 3 name 
recognition crafts to help the 
kids learn to recognize the 
letters of their names and 
the order in which they go. 
All crafts are geared to help 
the kids work on fine motor 
coordination, as well as show 
their own creativity. There 
is no right or wrong way for 
them to do their craft!

Some of the crafts this school 
year include a frog life cycle 
spinner, making their own 
bookmarks and coloring and 
assembling 3D animals. The 
kids get to take their craft 
home each week. Ms. Raena 
is looking forward to working 
with the kids again, seeing 
some returning faces and 
meeting the new ones!



Off the Shelf Autumn 2022

Sun Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
4 
Sept

5  Library 
Closed for 
Labor Day

6 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone)
Board of Trustees 
Meeting, 3-5
Chess Club, 4-5

7
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4

8     Bookmobile
Family Storytime, 10-10:30
Crafternoon, 11-1
Legal Services, 6pm

9 
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)

10  
Library Book Club, 9am
Pizza Harvest, 10-11am
Bookmobile at Botanic 
Gardens, 10am

11 12
Creation Station. 4-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

13 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone)
Chess Club, 4-5
Intro to Mindfulness, 7pm

14
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4
Metal Detecting/Rock Hound-
ing (ages 9-13), 4:30-5:30
Death Cafe, 7pm

15   Bookmobile
Family Storytime, 10-10:30
Crafternoon, 11-1
Loteria Game Night, 4:30-
5:30

16
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)

17
SafeSitter Training 
(ages 9-13), 9am-3pm

18 19
Creation Station. 4-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

20 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone)
Chess Club, 4-5
Intro to Mindfulness, 7pm

21 
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4
Teen(ish) Maker Series, 4:30-
5:30

22   Bookmobile
Family Storytime, 10-10:30
Crafternoon, 11-1
Books-n-Bites, 4:30-5:30
Creation Station Storytime, 
4:30-5:30

23 Family Story-
time, 10-10:30
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)
Cocoa with Coco, 
5:30pm

24 

25 26
Creation Station. 4-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

27 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone) 
Chess Club, 4-5
Opioid Seminar, 7pm

28  
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4
Author Crystal Maldonado, 
all day event

29
Family Storytime, 10-10:30 
Crafternoon, 11-1

30
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)

1 October
Library Book Club, 9am

2 3 
Creation Station. 4-5
Board of Trustees 
 Meeting, 3-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

4 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone) 
Chess Club, 4-5
Intro to Mindfulness, 7pm

5
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
Family History Program, 3-4
Teen Trivia, 7-8pm

6     Bookmobile
Family Storytime, 10-10:30 
Crafternoon, 11-1
FOL Book Sale (Members 
Only), 4-7pm

7  Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)
FOL Book Sale, 10-6

8
FOL Book Sale, 10-5pm

9 
FOL Book 
Sale ($5 
bag sale), 
1-3

10
Creation Station. 4-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

11 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone) 
Chess Club, 4-5
Intro to Mindfulness, 7pm

12  
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4
Death Cafe, 7pm
Lotería Game night, 4:30-5:30

13   Bookmobile
Family Storytime, 10-10:30 
Crafternoon, 11-1
Legal Services, 6pm

14 
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)

15  SafeSitter Training 
(ages 10-17), 9am-3pm 

Bookmobile at Scare-
crow Festival at Botanic 
Gardens, 10-12pm

16 17
Creation Station. 4-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

18 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue zone)
Chess Club, 4-5
Intro to Mindfulness, 7pm

19 
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4
Twilight Tour of Cedar 
Cemetery, TBA

20   Bookmobile
Family Storytime, 10-10:30 
Crafternoon, 11-1

21
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)

22
Bookmobile at Family 
Literacy Festival, Altrusa 
Park 1-4

23 24
Creation Station. 4-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

25 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone) 
Chess Club, 4-5
Intro to Mindfulness, 7pm

26
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4

27   Bookmobile
Family Storytime, 10-10:30 
Crafternoon, 10:30-12:30
Books-n-Bites, 4:30-5:30
Creation Station Storytime, 
4:30-5:30
Opioid Seminar, 7pm

28
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)
Teen Game Night, 
3-5pm

29
Bookmobile at
Punkin Chunkin, Olathe

30 31 
Creation Station. 4-5

1 November
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone) 
Chess Club, 4-5

2
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4

3     Bookmobile
Family Storytime, 10-10:30 
Crafternoon, 11-1
Legal Services, 6pm

4
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)

5 
Library Book Club, 9am
Cosmic Art (ages 9-13), 
12-1

6 7  Board of Trustees 

Meeting, 3-5
Creation Station. 4-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

8 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone) 
Chess Club, 4-5

9
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4
Death Cafe, 7pm

10   Bookmobile
Family Storytime, 10-10:30 
Crafternoon, 11-1
Tween Zine Program (ages 
9-13), 4:30-5:30

11 Library 
Closed for 
Veterans Day

12

13 14
Creation Station. 4-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

15 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone) 
Chess Club, 4-5

16 
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4

17   Bookmobile
Family Storytime, 10-10:30 
Crafternoon, 11-1
Books-n-Bites, 4:30-5:30
Creation Station Storytime, 
4:30-5:30

18
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)

19
SafeSitter Training (ages 
10-17), 9am-3pm 

20 21
Creation Station. 4-5 

22 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone) 
Chess Club, 4-5

23 Library Closes @ 
5pm
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4

24  Library 
Closed for 
Thanksgiving

25
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)

26

27
 

28
Creation Station. 4-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

29 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone)
Chess Club, 4-5

30
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4

1 December
Family Storytime, 10-10:30 
Crafternoon, 11-1
Teen Game Night, 4-6

2 
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)

3 
Library Book Club, 9am

4 5
Creation Station, 4-5
Board of Trustees 
 Meeting, 3-5
Citizenship Class, 6:30-9

6 
Outreach Delivery 
(blue  zone)
Dinosaur Program, 10-11 
Chess Club, 4-5

7
Baby & Me Storytime, 10-10:30
LEGO Club, 3-4

8
Family Storytime, 10-10:30
Crafternoon, 11-1
Chess Club, 3:30-5:30
Legal Services, 6pm

9
Family Storytime, 
10-10:30 
Outreach Delivery 
(purple zone)

10

For more information on these programs visit our website at www.montroselibrary.org 
or like us on Facebook: montroseregionallibrary or Twitter: @MontroseLibrary 
For children’s events call 970-249-9656 ext. 2.  For teen events call 970-249-9656 ext. 3. 
For adult events call 970-249-9656, ext 3.  
For Outreach Services call 970-249-9656, ext 9.  Full Bookmobile schedule on page 5.

Program Key
For Kids   
For Teens (12-18)
For Adults  
For Everyone

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS IN DECEMBER
 Chess Tournament: 12/13, 9am-3pm
 WInter Storytime with Mighy Mini Therapy Horses, 12/20,  
  11-12


