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Welcome to Montrose Regional Library’s school and educator newsletter!

Read It!: a Reader Rewards Program for Adults
Teachers, for once, this article is just for you, not for your students! Do you remember BOOK IT!, the program 
launched by Pizza Hut in the mid-1980s for elementary schoolers, in which students could read books in exchange 
for free personal pan pizzas? Even if you don’t think nostalgically back on this program or the 1980s, we hope you 
will consider participating in Read It!, the Montrose Library’s 80s-inspired reader rewards program for adults 18 
years and older. 

Sign up any time after January 9 by visiting the Montrose Library for your instructions and official Read It! button. 
Then, read books and write short reviews (on library check-out cards) between January 9 and March 31 to earn 
rewards from local businesses. One review gets you a coupon for a free ice cream from Buckaroos. Three reviews 
gets you a $10 gift card of your choice from San Juan Brews, Coffee Trader, Storm King Distilling, Horsefly Brewing 
Company, Bluecorn Cafe, Cimarron Coffee Roasters, Backstreet Bagels, or Phelanies.  FIVE reviews gets you a second 
$10 gift card (but only while supplies last). For the over-achievers, anything beyond gets you entries into grand 
prize drawings.

There is truly no catch. This is about fun and community, pure and simple. 

How It Works

1) Visit the Montrose Library’s Reference Desk to sign up.
2) Get your instructions and button.
3) Read a book, write a short review on a library check-out card, and submit 
that review at the Reference Desk. 
4) Receive a star for your button, and start earning rewards.
5) Repeat. Enjoy.

BONUS POINTS: Join us at an 80s-themed trivia kick-off at San Juan Brews 
on Thursday, January 19, from 6-8pm. There will be Prince, and there will be 
a trophy.
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Pre-Teen Art Club

Students, ages 8-12, who enjoy history and art will love this new 
program! On the final Thursday of each month, participants 
will learn a mini art history lesson and then complete a related 
creative activity.

This club will require basic art skills, patience, and listening to 
instructions.

The first meeting takes place on Thursday, January 26, at 4:30pm 
in the Story Hour Room of the Youth Services Area. 

We Are Water

Starting in February, the Montrose Regional Library District 
(MRLD) will host We are Water: Connecting Communities, a 
traveling exhibition that showcases themes about water in 
the Southwest. Through the exhibition, community members 
of all ages are invited to explore their shared watershed and 
local ecosystems, connect through their common and unique 
experiences with water, share their memories and stories, and 
come together to imagine a future for water in their communities. 

Join us at the Opening Day Celebration on February 4 from 12-
2pm, or visit the library from February through April to interact 
with the exhibition, listen to stories from community members, 
and participate in youth and family-friendly activities! To set up a 
class tour, email Tina Meiners at tmeiners@montroselibrary.org.

The We are Water project is offered by the Cooperative Institute 
for Environmental Sciences (CIRES), the National Center for 
Interactive Learning at the Space Science Institute (NCIL/SSI), 
STARNet, Indigenous Education Institute (IEI), CoCoRaHS, Western 
Water Assessment, and the University of Colorado Boulder, with 
funding from the National Science Foundation (NSF).

 Youth Services for Educators

Mush!

Have you ever wondered…what it feels like to ride the runners behind a team of dogs, steering a loaded sled through 
mountainous terrain, crossing the vast Alaskan tundra, hugging the shoreline of the great Bering Sea? Musher Karen 
Land will answer these questions and more when she and Noggin, her Alaskan husky, visit the Montrose Regional 
Library on January 30 at 6:00pm. Everyone is welcome to attend! Meet Karen and Noggin, take pictures, inspect the sled 
equipment, and ask questions.  A free storybook about Iditarod racing will be available to families with young readers 
(while supplies last). This program is brought to you by the STARNet STEAM Equity Grant and the American Library 
Association.
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Teen Services for Educators

Lofi Cafe

Let anyone 12 to 18 years of age know: if they’re looking for a comfortable place to study, 
read, write, craft, or work on projects, Lofi Cafe is for them. Featuring chill beats, hot drinks, 
and a relaxed vibe, Lofi Cafe takes places every Wednesday from 4:30 to 6pm in the library’s 
meeting room, starting January 25.

No registration necessary, and folks can stay as little or as long as they like. Whether 
dropping in for hot chocolate or sitting down to write an opus: teens decide.

Note: Lofi Cafe will not occur on February 8 and 22, March 22, April 5, and May 10

Unity Social Club

Unity Social Club kicks off on Friday, February 3, from 4-5PM. This program occurs 
the first Friday of every month and is a chance to join LGBTQ+ teens and allies in 
games, discussion, maker activities, and an every-other-month LGBTQ+ book club 
and discussion, all while creating an inclusive and safe queer community space at the 
library!

The first meeting will feature a discussion of the graphic novel Flamer by Mike Curato. 
The first 10 participants will get a free copy of the book. Teens are asked to sign up for 
the book club at https://bit.ly/mrldteen. 

Electronic Resources for Educators
 E-Resource Spotlight: EBSCO 

It’s a rite of passage that every student must endure: the research paper, typically put off until the last minute and anticipated with 
all of the enthusiasm of a trip to the dentist. But what if there was a tool that made the process of doing research easy, focused, and 
even….fun? (Fun might be pushing it. But it’s definitely easy.)

EBSCO databases facilitate research for students and, because the Montrose Regional Library District subscribes to a variety of EBSCO 
databases, all are free to use for any library card holder. The Points of View Reference center offers factual articles, featuring “pros” 
and “cons” on controversial issues, including censorship, environmentalism, civil rights, and immigration. This resource, in particular, 
supports persuasive essay composition.

The Science Reference Center collects scholarly research and journal articles on an array of scientific topics: geology, life sciences, 
mathematics, physics, and more. When students need published scientific research as evidence for their research papers, there is no 
better place to turn.

Lastly, Academic Search Premier is the mega-database for finding journal, magazine, and newspaper articles. The searching interface 
makes it easy to find full-text articles that can be downloaded, emailed, or cached for access later. Subject headings are hyper-linked 
for quick and simple daisy-chain searching. The best part? This, and all EBSCO databases, offer complete article citations, in a variety of 
formats, so creating citations for a works-cited page can be as easy as copy and paste.

Research papers can be intimidating for students. EBSCO makes it easier, and MRLD Reference Librarians can work alongside school 
librarians to make the process more accessible! Students are welcome to visit the MRLD Reference Desk for help finding resources. 
Librarians can even sit down for one-hour “Book-A-Librarian” sessions with students who want extra help getting started on their 
research projects outside of school hours. EBSCO and librarians can help your students demystify research AND find joy in database 
searching!
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Upcoming Programs

Rainbow Storytime

This spring the Montrose Regional Library will host a series of family story times 
intended to highlight non-traditional families. Enjoy a mix of stories and activities 
focused on all types of families and individual diversity, belonging, and inclusivity in 
our community. All families are welcome.
 
Rainbow Storytime takes place the first Saturday of February, March, April, and May 
at 10am in the Library Meeting Room. For more details, please ask a Youth Services 
Librarian.

Tea Query
 

Ages 10 to 14 are invited to share some tea and snacks in intersection-themed 
sessions to ask questions and find support. At the first meeting, on January 24, 
at 4pm, in the Library Meeting Room, come meet our friends from PEERKindness 
(and have tea) as we discuss the difficulties surrounding identity and bullying.

To sign up for the digital newsletter, scan the 
QR code or complete the form at
https://bit.ly/MRLDednewsletter

Safe Sitter All Year

Thanks to the Friends of the Montrose Library and the Montrose Recreation District, 
Safe @ Home and Safe Sitter programming will be offered throughout 2023. Slight 
logistical changes include: Wednesday Safe @ Home trainings prior to Safe Sitter 
classes on Saturdays, a requirement that 5th graders interested in the babysitting 
class take the prerequisite Safe @ Home course, and class sizes limited to eight 
participants. People on fall’s waitlist have been given priority for spring enrollment. If 
you’re interested in enrolling a child or want more information, call James at 970-
964-2551 or email him at jstetson@montroselibrary.org.

Teen(ish) Maker Series: Self-Defense Workshop
 

Hosted in collaboration with Montrose Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, an Introduction to Self 
Defense class will be held on Thursday, March 2nd, from 4-5PM at the Montrose 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu studio. For ages 12 to 17. Participation will be capped at 20 
teens, and participants must register at https://bit.ly/mrldteen. 


