Montrose Regional Library

Book Club

2022-2023

BomH ANNIVERSARY EDiTION

oy
\\s\*“

SY Muntsomery

SERAFINA'S STORIES % 2
TR =S/

THE CREAT ChiIzF opgeyay
© THE WAR FOX Asenscy

1{ Bmw

MAR!E aeﬂi"‘a
V\cw"“‘
HmsmP”E

RUDOLFO ANAYR

MURRAY

Join us to discuss these books; everyone is welcome.
The Book Club meets on the first Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in the library meeting room.
For more information visit www.montroselibrary.org or call 970-249-9656, ext 3.

November 5, 2022  The Dictionary of Lost Words
9:00 a.m. by Pip Williams, discussion led by Pat Chaloupek

Esme is born into a world of words. Motherless and irrepressibly curious, she spends her childhood in the
Scriptorium, an Oxford garden shed in which her father and a team of dedicated lexicographers are collecting
words for the very first Oxford English Dictionary. Young Esme’s place is beneath the sorting table, unseen

and unheard. One day a slip of paper containing the word bondmaid flutters beneath the table. She rescues the
slip and, learning that the word means “slave girl,” begins to collect other words that have been discarded or
neglected by the dictionary men. As she grows up, Esme realizes that words and meanings relating to women'’s
and common folks’ experiences often go unrecorded. And so she begins in earnest to search out words for her
own dictionary: the Dictionary of Lost Words. To do so she must leave the sheltered world of the university and
venture out to meet the people whose words will fill those pages. ~Amazon.com

December 3, 2022 The Good Earth
9:00 a.m. by Pearl S. Buck, discussion led by Claudette Anderson

Travel to 1920s China, a time when the last emperor still ruled and the sweeping changes of the twentieth cen-
tury were distant rumblings, with this timeless, evocative classic tale of the honest farmer Wang Lung and his
family as they struggle to survive in the midst of vast political and social upheavals.

FEARES BUCK Nobel Prize and Pulitzer Prize winner Pearl S. Buck traces the whole cycle of life: its terrors, its passions, its am-

e bitions, and rewards. “A comment upon the meaning and tragedy of life as it is lived in any age in any quarter
of the globe” (The New York Times), this brilliant novel—beloved by millions—is a universal tale of an ordinary family caught in
the tide of history. ~-Amazon.com
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January 7, 2023 The Soul of an Octopus
9:00 a.m. by Sy Montgomery, discussion led by Ruth Sendecki

In pursuit of the wild, solitary, predatory octopus, popular naturalist Sy Montgomery has practiced v
true immersion journalism. From New England aquarium tanks to the reefs of French Polynesia and '

the Gulf of Mexico, she has befriended octopuses with strikingly different personalities—gentle Ath- :
ena, assertive Octavia, curious Kali, and joyful Karma. Each creature shows her cleverness in myriad
ways: escaping enclosures like an orangutan; jetting water to bounce balls; and endlessly tricking g
companions with multiple “sleights of hand” to get food. Scientists have only recently accepted the A dae *
intelligence of dogs, birds, and chimpanzees but now are watching octopuses solve problems and are trying to deapher

the meaning of the animal’s color-changing techniques. Montgomery chronicles the growing appreciation of this mol-

lusk as she tells a unique love story. By turns funny, entertaining, touching, and profound, The Soul of an Octopus reveals

what octopuses can teach us about the meeting of two very different minds. ~Amazon.com

February 4 Fahrenheit 451 -
9:00 a.m. by Ray Bradbury, discussion led by Sallie Thoreson 7

Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to destroy the most illegal of commodities, the printed book, FAHRENHE"‘
along with the houses in which they are hidden. Montag never questions the destruction and ruin
his actions produce, returning each day to his bland life and wife, Mildred. But when he meets an ‘
eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse, who introduces him to a past where people didn't live in fear -
and to a present where one sees the world through the ideas in books instead of the mindless chatter

of television, Montag begins to question everything he has ever known. Nearly seventy years after its original pub-

lication, Ray Bradbury’s internationally acclaimed novel Fahrenheit 451 stands as a classic of world literature setin a

bleak, dystopian future. Today its message has grown more relevant than ever before. —~Amazon.com

March 4 Invisibles: Celebrating the Unsung Heroes of the Workplace
9:00 a.m. by David Zweig, discussion led by Kristi Sanchez
What do fact-checkers, anesthesiologists, U.N. interpreters, and structural engineers have in com-

mon? For most of us, the better we perform the more attention we receive. Yet for many “Invisi-
bles”—skilled professionals whose role is critical to whatever enterprise they're a part of—it's the

INVISIBLES

opposite: the better they do their jobs the more they disappear. In fact, often it's only when some- iYY
thing goes wrong that they are noticed at all. Millions of Invisibles are hidden in every industry.
And despite our culture’s increasing celebration of fame in our era of superstar CEOs and assorted ,rNR

varieties of “genius,” they're fine with remaining anonymous. David Zweig interviews top experts
in unusual fields to reveal the quiet workers behind public successes. Combining in-depth profiles
with insights from psychology, sociology, and business, Zweig uncovers how these hidden professionals reap deep
fulfillment by relishing the challenges their work presents. ~-Amazon.com
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DAVID ZWEIG

April 8 The Personal Librarian I =
9:00 a.m. by Marie Benedict, discussion led by Laura McLean PERSONAL"
LIBRARIAN

In her twenties, Belle da Costa Greene is hired by J. P. Morgan to curate a collection of rare manu- e
scripts, books, and artwork for his newly built Pierpont Morgan Library. Belle becomes a fixture in B eroma
New York City society and one of the most powerful people in the art and book world, known for her
impeccable taste and shrewd negotiating for critical works as she helps create a world-class collec-
tion. But Belle has a secret, one she must protect at all costs. She is the daughter of Richard Greener, the first Black
graduate of Harvard and a well-known advocate for equality. Belle’s complexion isn't dark because of her alleged
Portuguese heritage that lets her pass as white—her complexion is dark because she is African American. The Personal
Librarian tells the story of an extraordinary woman, famous for her intellect, style, and wit, and shares the lengths she
must go to—for the protection of her family and her legacy—to preserve her carefully crafted white identity in the
racist world in which she lives.his peak the highest paid writer in the United States, he was nevertheless forced to
work under constant pressure for money. ~Goodreads.com
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May 6 The Overstory

9:00 a.m. by Richard Powers, discussion led by Jerry Harvey

The Overstory, winner of the 2019 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction, is a sweeping, impassioned work of activ-
ism and resistance that is also a stunning evocation ofind paean tokhe natural world. From the kil
roots to the crown and back to the seeds, Richard Powers'’s twelfth novel unfolds in concentric rings {Powers" -
of interlocking fables that range from antebellum New York to the late twentieth-century Timber ‘
Wars of the Pacific Northwest and beyond. There is a world alongside oursMast, slow, intercon-
nected, resourceful, magnificently inventive, and almost invisible to us. This is the story of a handful
of people who learn how to see that world and who are drawn up into its unfolding catastrophe. —~Amazon.com

June 3 Serafina’s Stories sexaring’s stories [
9:00 a.m. by Rudolfo Anaya, discussion led by Caroline Evans 1 ek

New Mexico’s master storyteller creates a southwestern version of the Arabian Nights in this fable

set in seventeenth-century Santa Fe. In January 1680 a dozen Pueblo Indians are charged with con-

spiring to incite a revolution against the colonial government. When the prisoners are brought before

the Governor, one of them is revealed as a young woman. Educated by the friars in her pueblo’s

mission church, Serafina speaks beautiful Spanish and surprises the Governor with her fearlessness |
and intelligence. The two strike a bargain. She will entertain the Governor by telling him a story. If

he likes her story, he will free one of the prisoners. Like Scheherezade, who prevented her royal husband from killing
her by telling him stories, Serafina keeps the Governor so entertained with her versions of Nuevo Mexicano cuentos
that he spares the lives of all her fellow prisoners.
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RUDOLFO ANAYA

Some of the stories Serafina tells will have a familiar ring to them, for they came from Europe and were New Mexican-
ized by the Spanish colonists. Some have Pueblo Indian plots and characters--and it is this blending of the two cul-
tures that is Anaya’s true subject. -Goodreads.com

July 8 Where the Crawdads Sing FEr
9:00 a.m. by Delia Owens, discussion led by Carol Cox -

For years, rumors of the “Marsh Girl” have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Caroli-
na coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately sus-
pect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she
has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons
in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two young men
from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life—until the unthink-
able happens.

Where the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to the natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a
surprising tale of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped by the children we once were, and
that we are all subject to the beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps. ~-Amazon.com

August 5 Planning Meeting for 2023-2024 Book Club
9:00 a.m.

Choose one or two books that you've personally read and would like to see discussed during the next
book club season. We choose next year’s reading list from suggestions made by group members.

Please note, if your book is selected, you will be expected to facilitate the discussion for that book.
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September 9 A Brave and Cunning Prince _—_—_
9:00 a.m. by James Horn, discussion led by Alicia Conroyd

In the mid-sixteenth century, Spanish explorers in the Chesapeake Bay kidnapped an Indian child
and took him back to Spain and subsequently to Mexico. The boy converted to Catholicism and
after nearly a decade was able to return to his land with a group of Jesuits to establish a mission.
Shortly after arriving, he organized a war party that killed them.

JAMES HORN

In the years that followed, Opechancanough (as the English called him), helped establish the most
powerful chiefdom in the mid-Atlantic region. When English settlers founded Virginia in 1607, he
fought tirelessly to drive them away, leading to a series of wars that spanned the next forty years the first Anglo-Indi-
an wars in America and came close to destroying the colony.

A Brave and Cunning Prince is the first book to chronicle the life of this remarkable chief, exploring his early experiences
of European society and his long struggle to save his people from conquest. -Goodreads.com

October 7 The Four Winds

9:00 a.m. by Kristin Hannah, discussion led by Char Proctor

Texas, 1934. Millions are out of work and a drought has broken the Great Plains. Farmers are
fighting to keep their land and their livelihoods as the crops are failing, the water is drying up,
and dust threatens to bury them all. One of the darkest periods of the Great Depression, the Dust
Bowl era, has arrived with a vengeance.

In this uncertain and dangerous time, Elsa Martinelli—like so many of her neighbors—must make
an agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or go west, to California, in search of a better life.
The Four Winds is an indelible portrait of America and the American Dream, as seen through the
eyes of one indomitable woman whose courage and sacrifice will come to define a generation.

From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Nightingale and The Great Alone comes an epic novel of love and
heroism and hope, set against the backdrop of one of America’s most defining eras—the Great Depression.
—-Amazon.com

Join us to discuss these books; everyone is welcome.
The Book Club meets on the first Saturday of the month
at 9:00 a.m. in the library meeting room.

For information on location & how to participate, please visit
www.montroselibrary.org or call 970-249-9656 Option 3.

The Montrose Regional Library District
fosters community by providing resources, encouraging
reading, and supporting lifelong learning.
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