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November 4, 2023	   The Golden Doves
9:00 a.m.				    by Martha Hall Kelly, discussion led by Kristie Sanchez

American Josie Anderson and Parisian Arlette LaRue are thrilled to be working in the French resistance, steal-
ing so many Nazi secrets that they become known as the Golden Doves, renowned across France and hunted 
by the Gestapo. Their courage will cost them everything. When they are finally arrested and taken to the Ra-
vensbrück concentration camp, along with their loved ones, a reclusive Nazi doctor does unspeakable things to 
Josie’s mother, a celebrated Jewish singer who joined her daughter in Paris when the world seemed bright. And 
Arlette’s son is stolen from her, never to be seen again. A decade later the Doves fall headlong into a dangerous 
dual mission: Josie is working for U.S. Army intelligence and accepts an assignment to hunt down the infamous 
doctor, while a mysterious man tells Arlette he may have found her son. The Golden Doves embark on a quest 
across Europe and ultimately to French Guiana, discovering a web of terrible secrets, and must put themselves 
in grave danger to finally secure justice and protect the ones they love. Martha Hall Kelly ... has crafted an 
unforgettable story about the fates of Nazi fugitives in the wake of World War II—and the unsung females spies 
who risked it all to bring them to justice. –Amazon.com
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December 2, 2023	   Interpreter of Maladies
9:00 a.m. 				    by Jhumpa Lahiri, discussion led by Pat Garland
 
Navigating between the Indian traditions they’ve inherited and the baffling new world, the characters in 
Jhumpa Lahiri’s elegant, touching stories seek love beyond the barriers of culture and generations. In “A Tem-
porary Matter,” published in The New Yorker, a young Indian-American couple faces the heartbreak of a stillborn 
birth while their Boston neighborhood copes with a nightly blackout. In the title story, an interpreter guides an 
American family through the India of their ancestors and hears an astonishing confession. Lahiri writes with 
deft cultural insight reminiscent of Anita Desai and a nuanced depth that recalls Mavis Gallant. 
–Goodreads.com
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January 6, 2024	   Harry’s Trees
9:00 a.m.		  by Jon Cohen, discussion led by Sally Thoreson

A grieving widower, a determined girl, a courageous librarian, and a mysterious book come together 
in an uplifting tale of love, loss, friendship, and redemption. Thirty-four-year-old Harry Crane works 
as an analyst for the US Forest Service. When his wife dies suddenly, Harry, despairing, retreats north 
to lose himself in the remote woods of the Endless Mountains of Pennsylvania. But fate intervenes in 
the form of a fiercely determined young girl named Oriana. She and her mother, Amanda, are strug-
gling to pick up the pieces from their own tragic loss of Oriana’s father. Discovering Harry while 
roaming the forest, Oriana believes that he holds the key to righting her world. Harry reluctantly agrees to help Oriana 
carry out an astonishing scheme inspired by a book given to her by the town librarian, Olive Perkins. Together, Harry 
and Oriana embark on a golden adventure that will fulfill Oriana’s wild dream - and ultimately open Harry’s heart to 
new life.  –Amazon.com

February 3   The Secret Knowledge of Water
9:00 a.m.		  by Craig Childs, discussion led by Marty Arvoy
	
The “essence of the American desert,” as the subtitle of Craig Childs’s book has it, is water. A des-
ert, by definition, lacks it, but when water does come, it comes in torrential, sometimes devastating 
abundance. The travels that Childs recounts in this vivid narrative take him from places sometimes 
parched, sometimes swimming, from the depths of the Grand Canyon to the dry limestone tanks of 
the lava-strewn Sonoran Desert. As he travels, Childs gives a close reading of the desert landscape ... 
observing the rocks, plants, animals, and people that call it home. Some of his adventures will remind 
readers of Edward Abbey’s Desert Solitaire—save that Childs writes without Abbey’s bluster, and with a measured 
lyricism that well suits the achingly lovely back canyons and cactus forests of the Southwest. By turns travelogue, 
ecological treatise, and meditative essay, Childs’s book will speak to anyone who has spent time under desert skies, 
wondering when the next drop of rain might fall. –Goodreads.com

March 2	    The Highest Tide
9:00 a.m.		  by Jim Lynch, discussion led by Bonnie Bucknam

One moonlit night, thirteen-year-old Miles O’Malley sneaks out of his house and goes exploring on 
the tidal flats of Puget Sound. When he discovers a rare giant squid, he instantly becomes a local 
phenomenon shadowed by people curious as to whether this speed-reading, Rachel Carson obsessed 
teenager is just an observant boy or an unlikely prophet. But Miles is really just a kid on the verge 
of growing up, infatuated with the girl next door, worried that his bickering parents will divorce, 
and fearful that everything, even the bay he loves, is shifting away from him. As the sea continues 
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to offer up discoveries from its mysterious depths, Miles struggles to deal with the difficulties that attend the equally 
mysterious process of growing up. –Goodreads.com

April 6	    Killers of the Flower Moon
9:00 a.m.		  by David Grann, discussion led by Mesa Jetton

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Indian Nation in 
Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, 
built mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe. Then, one by one, they began to be killed 
off. One Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, watched as her family was murdered. Her older sister was 
shot. Her mother was then slowly poisoned. And it was just the beginning, as more Osage began to 
die under mysterious circumstances. As the death toll surpassed more than twenty-four Osage, the 
newly created F.B.I. took up the case, in what became one of the organization’s first major homicide investigations. 
Eventually the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel 
the mystery. White put together an undercover team, including one of the only Native American agents in the bureau. 
They infiltrated the region, struggling to adopt the latest modern techniques of detection. Together with the Osage 
they began to expose one of the most sinister conspiracies in American history. –Goodreads.com



May 4	 The Company We Keep	
9:00 a.m. 		  by Robert Baer, discussion led by Char Proctor

Robert Baer was known inside the CIA as perhaps the best operative working the Middle East. But if 
his career was all that a spy might aspire to, his personal life was a brutal illustration of everything a 
spy is asked to sacrifice. Dayna Williamson thought of herself as just an ordinary California girl. But 
she was always looking to get closer to the edge. When she joined the CIA, she was initially tasked 
with Agency background checks, but she quickly distinguished herself as someone who could thrive 
in the field. Tapped to serve in some of the world’s most dangerous places, she discovered an inner 
strength and resourcefulness she’d never known - but she also came to see that the spy life exacts a heavy toll.
When Bob and Dayna met on a mission in Sarajevo, it wasn’t love at first sight. But there was something there, a 
spark. And as the danger escalated and their affection for each other grew, they realized it was time to leave “the Com-
pany,” to somehow rediscover the people they’d once been. As worldly as they both were, the couple didn’t realize at 
first that turning in their Agency ID cards would not be enough to put their covert past behind. –Amazon.com

June 1	 Go As A River
9:00 a.m.		  by Shelley Read, discussion led by Pat Chaloupek

On a cool autumn day in 1948, Victoria Nash delivers late-season peaches from her family’s farm set 
amid the wild beauty of Colorado. As she heads into her village, a disheveled stranger stops to ask 
her the way. How she chooses to answer will unknowingly alter the course of both their young lives. 
So begins the mesmerizing story of split-second choices and courageous acts that propel Victoria 
away from the only home she has ever known and towards a reckoning with loss, hope and her own 
untapped strength. Gathering all the pieces of her small and extraordinary existence, spinning through the eddies of 
desire, heartbreak and betrayal, she will arrive at a single rocky decision that will change her life forever. Go as a River 
is a heart-wrenching coming-of-age story and a drama of enthralling power. Combining unforgettable characters and 
a breathtaking natural setting, it is a sweeping story of survival and becoming, of the deepest mysteries of love, truth 
and fate. –Goodreads.com

July 13	 True Biz
9:00 a.m. 		  by Sara Nović, discussion led by Laura McLean

True biz? The students at the River Valley School for the Deaf just want to hook up, pass their history 
finals, and have politicians, doctors, and their parents stop telling them what to do with their bodies. 
This revelatory novel plunges readers into the halls of a residential school for the deaf, where they’ll 
meet Charlie, a rebellious transfer student who’s never met another deaf person before; Austin, the 
school’s golden boy, whose world is rocked when his baby sister is born hearing; and February, the 
headmistress, who is fighting to keep her school open and her marriage intact, but might not be able 
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to do both. As a series of crises both personal and political threaten to unravel each of them, Charlie, Austin, and 
February find their lives inextricable from one another’s—and changed forever. This is a story of sign language and 
lip-reading, disability and civil rights, isolation and injustice, first love and loss, and, above all, great persistence, dar-
ing, and joy. Absorbing and assured, idiosyncratic and relatable, this is an unforgettable journey into the Deaf commu-
nity and a universal celebration of human connection. –Goodreads.com

August 3	 Planning Meeting for 2024-2025 Book Club		
9:00 a.m.

Choose one or two books that you’ve personally read and would like to see discussed during the next 
book club season. We choose next year’s reading list from suggestions made by group members. 

Please note, if your book is selected, you will be expected to facilitate the discussion for that book.
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September 7	 The Sweetness of Water
9:00 a.m.		  by Nathan Harris, discussion led by Jerry Harvey

In the waning days of the Civil War, brothers Prentiss and Landry—freed by the Emancipation 
Proclamation—seek refuge on the homestead of George Walker and his wife, Isabelle. The Walk-
ers, wracked by the loss of their only son to the war, hire the brothers to work their farm, hoping 
through an unexpected friendship to stanch their grief. Prentiss and Landry, meanwhile, plan to 
save money for the journey north and a chance to reunite with their mother, who was sold away 
when they were boys. Parallel to their story runs a forbidden romance between two Confederate 
soldiers. The young men, recently returned from the war to the town of Old Ox, hold their trysts in the woods. But 
when their secret is discovered, the resulting chaos, including a murder, unleashes convulsive repercussions on the en-
tire community. In the aftermath of so much turmoil, it is Isabelle who emerges as an unlikely leader, proffering a heal-
ing vision for the land and for the newly free citizens of Old Ox. With candor and sympathy, debut novelist Nathan 
Harris creates an unforgettable cast of characters, depicting Georgia in the violent crucible of Reconstruction. Equal 
parts beauty and terror, as gripping as it is moving, The Sweetness of Water is an epic whose grandeur locates humanity 
and love amid the most harrowing circumstances. –Goodreads.com
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October 5		 West With Giraffes
9:00 a.m.		  by Lynda Rutledge, discussion led by Carol Cox

An emotional, rousing novel inspired by the incredible true story of two giraffes who made head-
lines and won the hearts of Depression-era America. “Few true friends have I known and two 
were giraffes…”Woodrow Wilson Nickel, age 105, feels his life ebbing away. But when he learns 
giraffes are going extinct, he finds himself recalling the unforgettable experience he cannot take to 
his grave. It’s 1938. The Great Depression lingers. Hitler is threatening Europe, and world-weary 
Americans long for wonder. They find it in two giraffes who miraculously survive a hurricane 
while crossing the Atlantic. What follows is a twelve-day road trip in a custom truck to deliver 
Southern California’s first giraffes to the San Diego Zoo. Behind the wheel is the young Dust Bowl 
rowdy Woodrow. Inspired by true events, the tale weaves real-life figures with fictional ones, including the world’s 
first female zoo director, a crusty old man with a past, a young female photographer with a secret, and assorted repro-
bates as spotty as the giraffes. Part adventure, part historical saga, and part coming-of-age love story, West with Giraffes 
explores what it means to be changed by the grace of animals, the kindness of strangers, the passing of time, and a story 
told before it’s too late. –Goodreads.com
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