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Join us to discuss these books; everyone is welcome.
The Book Club meets on the first Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in the library meeting room.
For more information visit www.montroselibrary.org or call 970-249-9656, ext 3.

November 1, 2025 A Council of Dolls

9:00 a.m. by Mona Susan Power, discussion led by Jerry Harvey

From the mid-century metropolis of Chicago to the windswept ancestral lands of the Dakota people to the bleak
[N B@Il 1 brutal Indian boarding schools, A Council of Dolls is the story of three women, told in part through the
OF DOI stories of the dolls they carried. Sissy, born 1961: Sissy’s relationship with her beautiful and volatile mother is
difficult, even dangerous, but her life is also filled with beautiful things, including a new Christmas present, a
doll called Ethel. Lillian, born 1925: Born in her ancestral lands in a time of terrible change, Lillian clings to her
sister, Blanche, and her doll, Mae. Cora, born 1888: Although she was born into the brutal legacy of the “Indian
Wars,” Cora isn't afraid of the white men who remove her to a school across the country to be “civilized.” When
teachers burn her beloved buckskin and beaded doll Winona, Cora discovers that the spirit of Winona may not
be entirely lost. A modern masterpiece, A Council of Dolls is gorgeous, quietly devastating, and ultimately hope-
ful, shining a light on the echoing damage of Indian boarding schools, and the historical massacres of Indige-
nous people. ~Amazon.com

—

December 6, 2025 Becoming Madame Secretary
_9:00 a.m. by Stephanie Dray, discussion led by Ruth Sendecki
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New York Times bestselling author Stephanie Dray returns with a captivating and dramatic new novel about an
American heroine Frances Perkins. Raised on tales of her revolutionary ancestors, Frances Perkins arrives in

. New York City at the turn of the century, armed with her trusty parasol and an unyielding determination to
make a difference. When she’s not working with children in the crowded tenements in Hell’s Kitchen, Fran-

| ces throws herself into the social scene in Greenwich Village. But when Frances meets a young lawyer named

| Franklin Delano Roosevelt at a tea dance, sparks fly in all the wrong directions. Neither knows it yet, but over
the next twenty years, they will form a historic partnership that will carry them both to the White House. Fran-
ces is destined to rise in a political world dominated by men, facing down the Great Depression as FDR’s most
trusted lieutenant—even as she struggles to balance the demands of a public career with marriage and moth-
erhood. And when vicious political attacks mount and personal tragedies threaten to derail her ambitions, she
must decide what she’s willing to do—and what she’s willing to sacrifice —to save a nation. ~Amazon.com
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January 10, 2026 The Which Way Tree
9:00 a.m. by Elizabeth Crook, discussion led by Julie DuPont

The poignant odyssey of a tenacious young girl who braves the dangers of the Texas frontier to
avenge her mother’s death. Early one morning in the remote hill country of Texas, a panther savage-
ly attacks a family of homesteaders, mauling a young girl named Samantha and killing her mother, p—y
whose final act is to save her daughter’s life. Samantha and her half brother, Benjamin, survive, but Crook NGy
she is left traumatized, her face horribly scarred. Narrated in Benjamin’s beguilingly plainspoken
voice, The Which Way Tree is the story of Samantha’s unshakeable resolve to stalk and kill the infa-
mous panther, rumored across the Rio Grande to be a demon, and avenge her mother’s death. In the tradition of the
great pursuit narratives, The Which Way Tree is a breathtaking saga of one steadfast girl’s revenge against an implaca-
ble and unknowable beast. Yet with the comedic undertones of Benjamin'’s storytelling, it is also a timeless tale full of
warmth and humor, and a testament to the enduring love that carries a sister and brother through a perilous adventure
with all the dimensions of a legend. ~Amazon.com

Fe b r U a. rV 7 Stolen #1 International Bestseller
9:00 a.m. by Ann-Helen Laestadius, discussion led by Sallie Thoreson stolen
e
On a winter day north of the Arctic Circle, nine-year-old Elsa—daughter of Sami reindeer herders— }w‘: ,» ;
sees a man brutally kill her beloved reindeer calf and threaten her into silence. When her father takes {\ o

her to report the crime, local police tell them that there is nothing they can do about these “stolen”
animals. Killings like these are classified as theft in the reports that continue to pile up, uninvesti-
gated. But reindeer are not just the Sami’s livelihood, they also hold spiritual significance; attacking
a reindeer is an attack on the culture itself. Ten years later, hatred and threats against the Sami keep
escalating, and more reindeer are tortured and killed in Elsa’s community. Finally, she’s had enough and decides to
push back on the apathetic police force. The hunter comes after her this time, leading to a catastrophic final confronta-
tion. Based on real events, Ann-Helén Laestadius’s award-winning novel Stolen is part coming-of-age story, part love
song to a disappearing natural world, and part electrifying countdown to a dramatic resolution—a searing depiction
of a forgotten part of Sweden. ~Amazon.com

Ann-Helén Laestadius

March 7 The English Patient

9:00 a.m. by Michael Ondaatje, discussion led by Bonnie Bucknam

The bestselling author of Warlight traces the intersection of four damaged lives in an abandoned
Italian villa at the end of World War II. The nurse Hana, exhausted by death, obsessively tends to
her last surviving patient. Caravaggio, the thief, tries to reimagine who he is, now that his hands are
hopelessly maimed. The Indian sapper Kip searches for hidden bombs in a landscape where nothing
is safe but himself. And at the center of his labyrinth lies the English patient, nameless and hideously
burned, a man who is both a riddle and a provocation to his companions—and whose memories of
suffering, rescue, and betrayal illuminate this book like flashes of heat lightning. ~Amazon.com

April 4 The Bandit Queens
9:00 a.m. by Parini Shroff, discussion led by Karen Funke

Geeta’s no-good husband disappeared five years ago. She didn’t kill him, but everyone thinks she
did--no matter how much she protests. But she soon discovers that being known as a “self-made”
widow has some surprising perks. No one messes with her, no one threatens her, and no one tries to
control (ahem, marry) her. It's even been good for her business; no one wants to risk getting on her
bad side by not buying her jewelry. Freedom must look good on Geeta, because other women in the
village have started asking for her help to get rid of their own no-good husbands...but not all of them
are asking nicely. Now that Geeta’s fearsome reputation has become a double-edged sword, she must
decide how far to go to protect it, along with the life she’s built. Because even the best-laid plans of
would-be widows tend to go awry. -Goodreads.com
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May 2 James

9:00 a.m. by Percival Everett, discussion led by Kristie Sanchez

A brilliant reimagining of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn—both harrowing and satirical —told from
the enslaved Jim’s point of view. When Jim overhears that he is about to be sold to a man in New
Orleans, separated from his wife and daughter forever, he runs away until he can formulate a plan.
Meanwhile, Huck has faked his own death to escape his violent father. As all readers of American PERCIVAL EVERETT
literature know, thus begins the dangerous and transcendent journey by raft down the Mississippi
River toward the elusive and unreliable promise of the Free States and beyond. Brimming with nu-
anced humor and lacerating observations that have made Everett a literary icon, this brilliant and tender novel radi-
cally illuminates Jim’s agency, intelligence, and compassion as never before. James is destined to be a major publishing
event and a cornerstone of twenty-first-century American literature. -Goodreads.com

June 6 Trust
9:00 a.m. by Hernan Diaz, discussion led by Lish Conroyd

Even through the roar and effervescence of the 1920s, everyone in New York has heard of Benjamin
and Helen Rask. He is a legendary Wall Street tycoon; she is the daughter of eccentric aristocrats.
Together, they have risen to the very top of a world of seemingly endless wealth—all as a decade of
excess and speculation draws to an end. But at what cost have they acquired their immense fortune?
This is the mystery at the center of Bonds, a successful 1937 novel that all of New York seems to have (ERN ¢
read. Yet there are other versions of this tale of privilege and deceit. Hernan Diaz’s Trust elegantly puts these compet-
ing narratives into conversation with one another—and in tension with the perspective of one woman bent on dis-
entangling fact from fiction. The result is a novel that spans over a century and becomes more exhilarating with each
new revelation. At once an immersive story and a brilliant literary puzzle, TRUST engages the reader in a quest for the
truth while confronting the deceptions that often live at the heart of personal relationships, the reality-warping force
of capital, and the ease with which power can manipulate facts. ~Amazon.com

July 11 A Walk in the Park

9:00 a.m. by Kevin Fedarko, discussion led by Mesa Anderson
The Grand Canyon is an American treasure, visited by more than 6 million people a year, many of S
whom are rendered speechless by its vast beauty, mystery, and complexity. Now, in A Walk in the
Park, author Kevin Fedarko chronicles his year-long effort to find a 750-mile path along the length
of the Grand Canyon. Consisting of countless cliffs and steep drops, plus immense stretches with
almost no access to water, and the fact that not a single trail links its eastern doorway to its western E N FE.DAKU
terminus, this jewel of national parks is so challenging that when Fedarko departed fewer people had completed the
journey in one single hike than had walked on the moon. Accompanying Fedarko through this sublime yet perilous
terrain is the award-winning photographer Peter McBride, who captures the stunning landscape in breathtaking pho-
tos. Together, they encounter long-lost Native American ruins, the remains of Old West prospectors’ camps, present
day tribal activists, and signs that commercial tourism is impinging on the park’s remote wildness. An epic adventure,
action-packed survival tale, and a deep spiritual journey, A Walk in the Park gives us an unprecedented glimpse of the
crown jewel of America’s National Parks —an iconic landscape framed by ancient rock whose contours are recognized
by all, but whose secrets and treasures are known to almost no one, and whose topography encompasses some of the
harshest, least explored, most awe-inspiring terrain in the world. ~Amazon.com

IN THE
GRAND
CANYON

August 1 Planning Meeting for 2026-2027 Book Club
9:00 a.m.

Choose one or two books that you’ve personally read and would like to see discussed during the next
book club season. We choose next year’s reading list from suggestions made by group members.
Please note, if your book is selected, you will be expected to facilitate the discussion for that book. H
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September 12 The Frozen River
9:00 a.m. by Ariel Lawhon, discussion led by Carol Cox

Maine, 1789: When the Kennebec River freezes, entombing a man in the ice, Martha Ballard is
summoned to examine the body and determine cause of death. As a midwife and healer, she is
privy to much of what goes on behind closed doors in Hallowell. Her diary is a record of every
birth and death, crime and debacle that unfolds in the close-knit community. Months earlier,
Martha documented the details of an alleged rape committed by two of the town’s most respected
gentlemen—one of whom has now been found dead in the ice. But when a local physician under-
mines her conclusion, declaring the death to be an accident, Martha is forced to investigate the
shocking murder on her own. Over the course of one winter, as the trial nears, and whispers and prejudices mount,
Martha doggedly pursues the truth. Her diary soon lands at the center of the scandal, implicating those she loves,
and compelling Martha to decide where her own loyalties lie. Clever, layered, and subversive, Ariel Lawhon’s newest
offering introduces an unsung heroine who refused to accept anything less than justice at a time when women were
considered best seen and not heard. The Frozen River is a thrilling, tense, and tender story about a remarkable woman
who left an unparalleled legacy yet remains nearly forgotten to this day. ~Amazon.com

October 3 The Measure
9:00 a.m. by Nikki Erlick, discussion led by Laura McLean

TIMES BESTSELLER
A luminous, spirit-lifting blockbuster that asks: would you choose to find out the length of your
life? Eight ordinary people. One extraordinary choice. It seems like any other day. You wake up,
drink a cup of coffee, and head out. But today, when you open your front door, waiting for you is
a small wooden box. The contents of this mysterious box tells you the exact number of years you
will live. From suburban doorsteps to desert tents, every person on every continent receives the
same box. In an instant, the world is thrust into a collective frenzy. Where did these boxes come
from? What do they mean? Is there truth to what they promise? As society comes together and
pulls apart, everyone faces the same shocking choice: Do they wish to know how long they’ll live?
And, if so, what will they do with that knowledge? The Measure charts the dawn of this new world through an un-
forgettable cast of characters whose decisions and fates interweave with one another: best friends whose dreams are
forever entwined, pen pals finding refuge in the unknown, a couple who thought they didn’t have to rush, a doctor
who cannot save himself, and a politician whose box becomes the powder keg that ultimately changes everything.
Enchanting and deeply uplifting, The Measure is an ambitious, invigorating story about family, friendship, hope, and
destiny that encourages us to live life to the fullest. ~-Amazon.com

Join us to discuss these books; everyone is welcome.
The Book Club meets on the first Saturday of the month
at 9:00 a.m. in the library meeting room.

For information on location & how to participate, please visit
www.montroselibrary.org or call 970-249-9656 Option 3.

The Montrose Regional Library District
fosters community by providing resources, encouraging
reading, and supporting lifelong learning.

970-249-9656
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