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by Willa Buresh, Youth Services Librarian

Melody Brooke Safken (M. BrookeS) 
is an illustrator, designer, and profes-
sional paleo artist - which is a fancy 
way of saying that she draws dino-
saurs for museums, films, and private 
collectors!

She is currently an instructor at Colo-
rado Mesa University. Born and raised 
in Grand Junction, Colorado, she 
received her Bachelor of Fine Arts in 

How to Draw Dinosaurs Montrose Regional 
Library to Close 

Saturdays in August

Summer Library Adventure Kicks o� June 1

Dinosaurs and paleontology and archeology—oh my!

Whether you’re digging into a good book, uncovering hid-
den histories, or exploring the past, this year’s summer 

reading theme underscores the joy of discovery that reading 
brings. It also emphasizes that every person and every com-
munity has stories waiting to be found and shared—through 

books, programs, and local knowledge.

Animation and Motion Graphics from CMU with a concentration 
in illustration and concept development in 2014. She then com-
pleted her MA Illustration Graduate Degree from the Savannah 
College of Art and Design in 2020. Located in the heart of the 
Morrison Formation, she specializes in Paleontological Art and 
Creature Design with a strong foundation in vertebrate anatomy. 
Her work can be found internationally, including promotional art 
for the film Jurassic World, museum reconstructions, businesses, 
and private collections. She is ever expanding upon her artistic 
talents and is currently working on her own graphic novels, The 
Bearer Chronicles, and an educational children’s book, Life of Ally.

Safken will be leading two programs on June 25 focused on how 
to draw dinosaurs. The first is a Dinosaur Drawing Storytime for 
families at 11 a.m. We will read two dinosaur books and learn 
how to draw dinosaurs using crayons and colored pencils. The 
second program is Pre-Teen Art & Science Club for 8-12 year 
olds at 4:30 p.m. M. BrookeS will lead participants in a dinosaur 
drawing how-to. She will also talk about her career and answer 
questions. 

Come learn how to draw dinosaurs this summer with award-win-
ning illustrator, M. BrookeS!

The Montrose Regional Library 
District has always lived with-
in its means. The loss of Ballot 
measures 6A and 6B in 2025 has 
created uncertainty in the funding 
landscape for the District. As a re-
sult, the District must begin mak-
ing difficult choices that balance 
its mission to serve the communi-
ty with the cost of providing those services. The MRLD Board 
of Trustees has made the difficult decision to close the Mon-
trose Regional Library on Saturdays beginning August 1.

“We chose Saturday because it is our least busy day and will 
be the least impactful to the public, but the savings will help 
keep our reserves at a stable and responsible level,” said Paul 
Paladino, Director.

The District has also left some positions unfilled as part of 
overall belt tightening. Having fewer staff available has made 
7-day-a-week coverage more difficult and has made it neces-
sary to close one day a week. 

“The board didn't make this decision lightly and after much 
discussion and careful consideration, we decided it was in the 
best interest of the library to be fiscally conservative at this 
time given the uncertainty of future funding,” said Stephanie 
Williams, MRLD Board of Trustees President.

Questions should be directed to Paul Paladino at ppaladino@
montroselibrary.org. 
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So tell us a bit about your professional 
background and what you did before 
coming here. 
 
My first degree was in anthropology, 
and I specialized in Southwestern 
archeology. I worked as an arche-
ologist for about 10 years. I have a 
master's degree in anthropology, and 
I was fortunate to be able to work on 
a project when I was in school where 
I got a lot of experience doing arche-
ological digs, surveys, and reports. It 
was a lot of fun. After that, I worked 
as a park ranger for the Albuquerque 
Open Space Division. I was in charge 
of visitor services, including educa-
tion. At that point I decided I would 
go back to school and earn a degree 
in elementary education. I worked 
as an adjunct professor of anthropol-
ogy at a community college in Utah 
and then in California as a classroom 
teacher in a rural school that was so 
tiny. We had 22 students ages Kin-
dergarten through grade 8, all in one 
classroom.  
 
That must have been hard. 
 
It was really awesome actually. It 
was the best school experience ever! 
Then my first job as a librarian was 
in South Dakota. It was in 2011, and 
I was the library director of the Wall 
Community Library, which sounds 
very grand, but Wall is a small town 
of about 700 people, and I was pretty 
much the only employee. I had a stu-
dent intern and a lot of leeway to do 
what the library needed. The library 
was quite small and poorly funded. 
I ended up writing a bunch of grants 
and getting new computers for the 
whole library, rearranging every-
thing, buying furniture, and insti-
tuting a weekly Storytime program. 
After that I worked as a school librar-
ian, primarily elementary schools 
but some middle school as well. I've 
worked in the US and also in interna-
tional schools in Saudi Arabia, South 
Korea, and India. 
 
What are you most excited about regard-
ing your new role here? 
 
Working in the library is so wonder-
ful. It's been a dream of mine to come 
back to public libraries. I enjoyed 
working in the schools, but I really 
missed just being in the library envi-
ronment and seeing students outside 
of school, I think, because it gives 
them a less structured experience. 

Welcome New Head of Teen 
Services, Wendy McShane

I’m excited to be a part of the Mon-
trose community. 
 
What are some of your goals for the first 
few months? 
 
First, I’m focusing on planning sum-
mer reading programs for the teens. 
I've also been researching some fun 
things that we can do for the future. 
I'm a planner. I like to have things 
laid out.
 
Tell us what you enjoy doing outside of 
work and things that you're passionate 
about. 
 
I love reading — the library has been 
a second home to me as I was grow-
ing up. I enjoy yoga. I'm a certified 
yoga teacher and am very interested 
in menopause yoga. I enjoy being 
outside doing almost anything. I 
have a bicycle that I love to ride. I 
like walking and gardening. Mon-
trose is the perfect place because it's 
beautiful and has wonderful outdoor 
opportunities. My husband and I are  
really enjoying the area. 
 
Definitely. What is something that people 
might be surprised to learn about you? 
 
Most people are surprised to hear 
that I've been an archeologist and 
have worked so many years in arche-
ology. 
 
What is the last book or author that you 
read that you just fell in love with? 
 
I’ve been reading as many C.J. Ar-
cher books as I could find. She writes 
historical fantasy mysteries set in 
London back in the early 1900s. It's 
called the Glass Library series, and it 
has many books. It combines compo-
nents of magical realism and fantasy. 
They are so compelling. I want to 
read everything she’s written. She’s 
so fun!
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its 150th birthday so we will be hosting 
quite the shindig throughout the library, 
throwing it back to 1876 and celebrating the 
great Centennial state through crafts and an 
author visit. 

Starting June 1, adults 18 and older can 
register for the Summer Reading Program 
at the Reference Desk and start their jour-
ney back in time. Upon registration, you’ll 
receive some enviable swag and the insider 
information about all of the events going on 
this summer.

New this summer is the Library Layers 
Challenge. Each registrant will receive a 
bookmark with specific challenges to com-
plete to win small incentive prizes. Com-
plete all of the challenges to receive an entry 
into our fabulous Grand Prize Drawing. Per 
usual, reading is also rewarded so log those 
books and submit reviews online to also 
earn entries into the Grand Prize Drawing. 

Keep reading for a brief look at the Adult 
Programming coming your way this sum-
mer:

  ● On June 9 at 6 p.m. in 
the Meeting Room, join 
Adult Services Librarian 
Manuela for an Author 
Event in celebration of 
Hispanic Heritage Month. 
Author Ernesto Sagas, 

PhD will be speaking 
about his book Latino 
Colorado. 

  ● On Wednesday, June 
17 at 6 p.m. in the Meet-
ing Room, come celebrate 
Colorado turning 150 
with a Colorado Flag 
Book Craft. You will make 
a replica of the Colo-

Dig In to Summer Programming for Adults

rado Flag using rolled up recycled book 
pages. All materials provided. Registration 
is required and limited to 20 participants. 
Beginning June 1, interested adults 18+ may 
email Laura at lmclean@montroselibrary.org 
to sign up for this event.

  ● Join Adult Services Librarian Christine 
on Saturday, June 20 starting at 9 a.m. at the 
Ute Indian Museum’s Ethnobotany Garden 
for a morning of education and creativity! 
Participants will learn about the garden’s 
cultural significance and have time to sketch 
with instruction provided by a local artist. 
A short film about ethnobotany will also be 
shown in the museum. Sketching materials 
provided. Registration is required and will 
begin on June 1. Email Christine at ctharp@
montroselibrary.org for more info.

  ● Beginning on Tues-
day, June 23, Adult 
Services Librarians 
Taylor & Christine will 
be presenting a two-
part series about local 
geology and paleon-
tology. On June 23, join us at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Meeting Room for an informational talk 
with Vince Beresford from the Bureau of 
Land Management. This talk will focus on 
local geology and is open to all ages. This is 
a free event and no registration is required. 
Email Christine at ctharp@montroselibrary.
org for more information.

  ● On Saturday, June 27 at 8 a.m. join the 
library and geologist Vince Beresford on an 
easy educational hike in the Peach Valley 
BLM area. The hike will include commen-
tary on the different geologic eras present in 
rock formations and fossils/imprints visi-
ble in the rocks. This hike will be about 2.5 
miles long and should be manageable for all 
ages at a leisurely pace. Anticipate the hike 
taking 2-3 hours out and back. Registration 
is required and a waiver of liability must 
be signed for each participant. Registration 
will open June 1 and interested persons may 
email Taylor at tevans@montroselibrary.org. 

  ● Moving ahead to July, Colorado author 
Amy Frykholm will co-faciliate a Commu-
nity Read of her fiction book High Hawk, 
host a Q&A session, and do a book signing 

by Laura McLean, Head of Adult Services

Greetings Montrose Adults! This summer 
we are embracing two themes to bring you a 
robust slate of programs. The Collaborative 
Summer Library Program theme is Unearth 
A Story and with that we are pleased to 
bring programming that celebrates pale-
ontology and “digging” into our cultural 
roots. Additionally, Colorado is celebrating 

on Wednesday, July 8 
at 6 p.m. in the Meeting 
Room. All events are free 
to attend but registration 
is required for the Com-
munity Read. Limited 
copies of High Hawk will 
be available. Registration 
for the Community Read 
will begin on June 1. Email 

Welcome New Head of Circulation, Marinda Whitcomb
Tell us a little about your background before 
coming to the library?  
 
I have worked with the Montrose County 
School District for the past seven years 
full time. I was a substitute teacher before 
that. These last seven years, I've been in the 
elementary library at Johnson Elementary 
School. I thoroughly enjoyed it, of course. 
Spending time with the kids and taking 
care of all their books for them has been a 
real great pleasure. 
 
What are some of your goals for the first few 
months?

My main goal is just to make sure ev-
erything doesn’t crash and burn because 
it’s a lot of books. I did circulate a decent 
amount [at the school] but nothing on 
the scale that the Montrose Library does. 
I want to make sure that everything is 
still running smoothly when the baton is 
passed, keep everything straight in my 
brain so that I’m functioning, and then 
help lead my team so that we can keep all 
the books coming to all the patrons. 
 

What are you most excited about regarding 
your new role here?   
 
I’m excited about continuing to see patrons 
and families that I'm familiar with from 
my time in the school district and getting 
to interact with people in the communi-
ty, and all the ins and outs of the library. 
What's not to love about working in a li-
brary? That's my thing I'm on board for it!  
 
What sort of things do you enjoy doing outside 
of work and what are you passionate about?   
 
I love trees—I'm originally from from 
Oregon so I'm a transplant here in Colo-
rado. I told my husband when we moved 
here, Colorado's pretty perfect. It just 
needs a beach. I love reading, obviously, 
which is a silly thing for a librarian to not 
enjoy doing. I do needle work and crochet, 
some embroidery. I love trivia. I have five 
kids. One of them is recently married and 
another, my second one, is graduating this 
year, so we've got a lot of big life changes 
happening for our family. My other three 
are still in the school district and we spend 

time together and go do fun stuff together.  

Laura at lmclean@montroselibrary.org to 
register. 

  ● In further celebration of Hispanic Her-
itage, on July 20, there will be a craft time 
from 4-5 p.m. in the Meeting Room. Come 
join us to celebrate and create your own 
heritage mosaic. If you want to temporarily 
donate it, it will be displayed during the 
Hispanic Heritage Month at the library. All 
supplies will be provided. This event is free 
and open to all ages.

Check our social media and website for 
more on-going programs & book clubs! Stop 
by the Reference Desk with any questions.

 
What are some 
of your favorite 
authors/books?   
 
I just finished 
reading (for 
the second 
time) Impos-
sible Creatures 
by Katherine 
Rendell for 
my book club. That one's fantastic in terms 
of younger reading. I also very much enjoy 
The Emma M. Lion series by Beth Brow-
er. I really enjoyed those. I enjoy some of 
Jane Austen. I like mystery thrillers. James 
Ponti writes the City Spies series for middle 
grade. That’s one of my favorites. Tamara 
Pierce is probably my all-time favorite au-
thor. She writes fantasy fiction for young 
adults and teenagers. It was one of those 
books that you pick up as a kid and think 
“yep, I'm just gonna be a reader forever 
now!”
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Youth Services Activity GuideYouth Services Activity Guide
Programming begins after June 1

Creation Station: Mondays at 4 p.m.
Library East Lawn

Baby & Toddler Storytime
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.

Library East Lawn

Enjoy early literacy through stories, 
songs, and rhymes. This program 
is designed for children, birth to 36 
months. 

Simple crafts for kids 4-8 years 
old. 

Manualidades sencillas para 
niños.

Sección de los niños.

Chess Club: Tuesdays at 4 p.m.
Children’s Room

Learn and play chess in person. Chess sets provided.  
All ages welcome. 

LEGO Club: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 3 p.m.
Library Meeting Room

Design and build with LEGO build-
ing blocks. This program is de-

signed for children 4-11 years old. 

*Reading to Rover: Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m.
Children’s Room

Visit with a Morningstar Therapy dog to practice reading 
and social skills. This program is designed for children 

4-11 years old. *Registration required; call 249-9656 ext 2.

by Tina Meiners,
Head of Youth Services

Summer is here and we want to hear 
your best dinosaur roar! Let’s dig into 
some special programs with this year’s 
theme, Unearth a Story, which will bring 
fun that runs the gamut from dino digs 
and archaeology to historical dioramas 
and escape rooms. 

It all begins June 1 with registration, a 
free bag of goodies, and a book of your 
choice. Stop by the Marguerite H. Gill 
Children’s Room between 10 a.m. and 
12 p.m. that day to get your face painted 
with Toadstool Face Painting and get a 
cool piece of balloon art with Twisted 
Critters. Throughout the summer, the 
Youth Services librarians will have chal-
lenges galore as kids explore awesome 
educational programs and complete 
activities on their way to earning more 
books.

All the regular programs you love are 
sticking around, like Lego Club, Read-
ing to Rover, Creation Station, Chess 
Club, Books-n-Bites, and Pre-Teen Art 
& Science Club with a few new items on 
the calendar.

If you are looking for storytimes, then 
let’s get stomping! Our weekly family 
storytime is moving to Buckley Park 
with Outreach Services and the bookmo-
bile. Every Thursday morning at 10 a.m. 
stop by for fun stories and activities, 
such as dinosaur yoga on June 4. We’ve 
also got regular storytimes at the main 
branch with Baby & Toddler storytime 
on Wednesday mornings as well as 
special programs with the folks from 
Dinosaur Journey (June 16) and Alpine 
Archaeology (July 21). 

We also have programs for the entire 
family. Back by popular demand is Ann 
Lincoln’s T-Rex Foam Party (June 11), 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison park 
rangers with two geology programs 
(June 18 and July 6), Nature’s Educators 
live animal show about burrowing ani-
mals (June 30), and CaveSIM, a mobile 
simulated cave to crawl and clamor 
through (July 28).

Finally, to wrap up our extraordinary 
summer season, Youth Services will 
host a block party called Party Like It’s 
1876! We will be celebrating Colorado’s 
150th birthday, so it will be all kinds of 
fun from the 1800s. Stop by and enjoy 
arts, crafts, and games with several local 

Roaring into Summer!

organizations, such as the Montrose 
Children’s Museum, San Juan Weavers 
Guild, Uncompahgre Treasure Club, 
Montrose County Historical Museum, 
and the Polar Express Ice Cream Truck. 
Whether you live in Montrose, a nearby 
community, or have grandkids visiting 
for a few days, stop by the Montrose 
Regional Library Youth Services De-
partment where the fun never ends 
this summer! Summer registration and 
programs are free and you do not need a 
library card to participate.
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by Wendy McShane, Head of Teen Services

It’s almost summer and with that brings 
Summer Reading and special library 
programs! This summer the Collabora-
tive Summer Library Program theme is 
Unearth A Story and we are excited to 
bring programs that celebrate paleon-
tology and “digging” into our cultural 
roots. It is quite a year, Colorado is cele-
brating its 150th birthday and the Unit-
ed States will be celebrating its 250th 
birthday! 

To be part of the excitement, teens 
ages 13 to 18 can register for the Sum-
mer Reading Program at the Reference 
Desk or online beginning June 1. Upon 
registration, you’ll receive a free book 
and information about all of the events 
happening this summer. We have book 
clubs, an escape room, parties, and fun 
pick-up challenges in the library, espe-
cially for teens.

New this summer is the Library Layers 
Challenge. Each person who registers 
will receive a bookmark with specific 
challenges to complete and win small 
prizes. Complete all of the challenges 
to receive a second book. Reading is 
also rewarded, submit at least 5 online 
reviews about the books you have read 
to receive an invitation to our fabulous 
Teen After Hours: Lights Out Party!

Throughout the summer look for chal-
lenges in the Teen section of the library 
to win small prizes!

Teen only programs:

● Teen Book Club is an event for teens 
only that runs throughout the year. Our 
special Summer Book Clubs are free and 
the first 20 people to register receive a 
free book.
      ● June 11 - Nimona
      ● July 15 - Animal Farm

● Teen After Hours is an event for teens 
only that runs throughout the year. Our 
special Summer After Hours programs 
are free.
      ● June 12 - Train Heist Escape Room! 
For teens 14-18 years of age. Montrose 
Historical Museum.
      ● July 31 - Lights Out! For teens 13-
18 years of age.The last program of the 
summer, this one is by invitation only to 

Teen Summer Reading Programs

•	 June 1 - Registration begins!

•	 June 11 - Teen Book Club (13-18 
yrs) Nimona 4:00-5:00 p.m. Meet-
ing Room

•	 June 12 - Teen After Hours: Escape 
Room (14-18 years) 7:00-10:00 
p.m. Historical Museum

•	 June 20 - Ethnobotany and Art (16 
yrs. - adult) 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Ute Indian Museum

•	 June 23 - Geology Informational 
Talk (all ages) 5:30-6:30 p.m. Meet-
ing Room

•	 June 27 - Geology Hike - Peach Val-
ley BLM area (all ages) 8:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m.	Meet at Library

•	 June 30 - Nature’s Educators - 
Burrowing Animals (all ages) 11:00 
a.m. Library East Lawn

Teen Summer Programs Calendar
Important Dates

those teens who review 5 or more books 
from June 1 through July 27. Come 
enjoy one last celebration of summer 
reading. Food and games will abound!             
*Book reviews are due July 27!

Library wide programs that teens may 
enjoy and are welcome to attend:

● Ethnobotany and Art at the Ute Indian 
Museum - June 20, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Learn 
about native plants and their cultural 
significance to the Ute. Afterwards there 
will be art instruction and an opportu-
nity to create your own art. Art supplies 
will be provided. Ages 16 - adult.

● Geology Talk - 
June 23, 5:30 p.m.  
in the Meeting 
Room An informa-
tional talk about 
local geology with 
Vince Beresford 
from the Bureau of Land Management. 
Free event, no registration required. All 
ages.

● Geology Hike - June 27, 8 a.m. Meet 
at the library. Geologist Vince Beres-
ford will lead us on an easy educational 
hike in the Peach Valley BLM area. The 
hike will include commentary on the 
different geologic eras present in rock 
formations and fossils/imprints visible 
in the rocks. This leisurely hike will be 
about 2.5 miles long, lasting 2-3 hours, 
and should be manageable for all ages. 
Registration is required and a waiver of 
liability must be signed for each partici-
pant.

● Digging Deep! - 
Burrowing Animals 
- June 30, 11 a.m. 
on the Library East 
Lawn. Join us to 
learn about burrow-
ing animals from 
Nature’s Educators. 
All ages.

● Hispanic Heritage 
Month Crafting 
Mosaics - July 20, 
4-5 p.m. in the Meeting Room. Celebrate 
and create your own heritage mosaic. If 
you want to temporarily donate it, it will 
be displayed during the Hispanic Her-
itage Month at the library. All supplies 
will be provided. Free event. All ages.

● Cave SIM - July 28, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
on the Library East Lawn The Cave SIM 
will be available for drop in visits. All 
ages.

● July 30th, Party Like It’s 1876! 4-6 p.m. 
in the Library. We will be hosting quite 
the party throughout the library, trav-
eling back to 1876 and celebrating the 
great Centennial state. All ages.

•	 July 15 - Teen Book Club (13-18 
years) Animal Farm 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Meeting Room

•	 July 20 - Hispanic Heritage Mosa-
ic craft (all ages) 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Meeting Room

•	 July 27 - BOOK REVIEWS DUE! 5:00 
p.m. online

•	 July 28 - Cave SIM (all ages - drop 
in) 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Library 
East Lawn

•	 July 30 - Party Like It’s 1876! 	
Final Party (all ages) 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Library

•	 July 31 - Teen After Hours: 	
Lights Out! (INVITATION ONLY) 	
6:00-8:00 p.m. Library

Keep an eye on our 
social media and 
website as we ramp 
up to Summer 2026! 
Stop by the Refer-
ence Desk or email 
mrldteen@gmail.com 
with any questions. 
See you in the library!
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by Alondra Ramirez, Outreach Librarian

Our Outreach team is thrilled to announce 
the return of our Bilingual Storytime this 
summer. Families are invited to join us at 
Buckley Park every Thursday at 10 a.m. 
June 4 - July 30.

This is not your typical family storytime. 
Each week offers something a little differ-
ent, with a variety of storytelling styles that 
reflect the richness of bilingual expression, 
from having interactive stories, songs, 
movement, and sensory play. 

Bilingual storytime is designed to keep 
children engaged while introducing them to 
hearing stories in both English and Spanish. 
Whether families are fluent in both languag-
es or just beginning to explore, everyone is 
welcome to come and participate.

Bilingual storytelling offers a wide range of 
benefits for children and families alike. Re-
search consistently shows that exposure to 
multiple languages at an early age supports 
cognitive development, enhances memo-
ry, and improves problem-solving skills. 
Beyond academics, it supports cultural 
awareness by helping children understand 
and appreciate perspectives different from 

their own.    

For families, Bilingual storytime creates a 
shared space where we can learn or practice 
Spanish in a fun way. It allows parents and 
caregivers to connect with their children 
while also building confidence in using and 
hearing a second language. For those who 
speak Spanish at home, it is an opportunity 
to keep practicing and see and hear others 
learning your language in a welcoming 
public setting.

This program is also about community and 
being able to gather in an open space for 
those who might find it difficult to be in 
closed spaces. Having Bilingual Storytime 
as an outreach event at Buckley Park will 
allow families to connect with one another, 
build friendships, and create lasting mem-
ories while enjoying the summer sun. The 
curiosity, laughter, and excitement of the 
children and families that fill the park each 
week will be the testament to the power of 
stories bringing people and cultures togeth-
er.

Bilingual storytime will not just bringing 
stories, songs, and sensory play but also 
the Bookmobile, our library on wheels!  
Families will be able to come and check out 

Bilingual Storytime at Buckley Park

The Bookmobile will be at Olathe Town Park and Northbrook 
Villas every Wednesday in June and July! Join us for an activity 
and a snack, and then browse on the Bookmobile. We have 
books, DVDs, CDs, puppets, kits, and video games available to 
check out. All ages are welcome.

•  Olathe Bookmobile Stop
Location: Olathe Town Park on Hersum ave. and S 5th St. 
Schedule: Every Wednesday in June and July
Time: 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

•  Northbrook Villas Bookmobile Stop
Location: Northbrook Villas Park 
Schedule: Every Wednesday in June and July
Time: 1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

•  Bilingual Storytime, interactive stories, songs, movement, 
and sensory play in English and Spanish
Location: Buckley Park 
Schedule: Every Thursday in June and July
Time: 10:00 a.m.

•  Libros y Chisme is a bilingual club de libros where you can  
read and speak el idioma de tu alma. Each month we dis-
cuss un libro in English y español. Register at:
bit.ly/mrldlibros.
Location: Ay! Chabela, 1015 E Main St. Montrose, CO 
Schedule: 2nd Saturday of the month 
Time: 11:30 a.m.

books, movies, and kits off of the Bookmo-
bile. If you don’t have a library card, no 
problem. One of our Outreach Librarians 
will help you make your very own card. 

We couldn’t be more excited to bring this 
program back for another summer to con-
tinue to grow it with our community. We 
invite everyone to come out, bring blankets, 
sunscreen, hats, and appropriate clothes to 
have fun with some messy or wet sensory 
play, and have a summer filled with stories, 
culture, and connection.      

¡La Biblioteca Móvil estará en Olathe Town Park y Northbrook 
Villas cada miércoles en junio y julio! Tenemos libros, DVDs, 
CDs, títeres, kits y videojuegos disponibles para llevar presta-
dos. Todas las edades son bienvenidas.

•  Biblioteca Móvil en Olathe
Ubicación: Olathe Town Park en la avenida Hersum y la 
calle S 5th
Horario: Cada miércoles en junio y julio
Hora: 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

•  Biblioteca Móvil en Northbrook Villas
Ubicación: Northbrook Villas Park
Horario: Cada miércoles en junio y julio
Hora: 1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

•  Hora de Cuentos Bilingüe, cuentos interactivos, canciones, 
movimiento y juego sensorial en inglés y español
Ubicación: Buckley Park
Horario: Cada jueves en junio y julio
Hora: 10:00 a.m.

•  Libros y Chisme es un club de lectura bilingüe donde 
puedes leer y hablar el idioma de tu alma. Cada mes anali-
zamos un libro en ingles y español. Regístrate en:
bit.ly/mrldlibros. Ubicación: Ay! Chabela, 1015 E Main St. 
Montrose, CO. Horario: Segundo sábado del mes. Hora: 
11:30 a.m.

Summer Bookmobile 
Schedule

Horario de biblioteca 
móvil de verano

¿No puedes venir a la biblioteca? ¡Recibe tus 
materiales de la biblioteca en casa! La Biblioteca 
de Montrose ofrece un servicio de entregas todos 
los martes. Para preguntas sobre entregas, como 
pedir un artículo en el catálogo, o para solicitar 
la Biblioteca Móvil o la Bibliobici para tu evento, 
comunícate directamente con el Departamento 
de Servicios Externos al 970-249-9656 opción 9, o 
envía un correo electrónico a outreach@mrld.us.

Can’t make it to the library? Get your 
holds delivered! Montrose Library offers 
a delivery service every Tuesday. For 
questions about deliveries or to request 
the Bookmobile or Book Bike at your 
event, contact the Outreach Department 
directly at 970-249-9656, option 9 or 
email outreach@mrld.us.
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Hora de Cuentos Bilingüe en Buckley Park

por Alondra Ramirez, 
Bibliotecaria de Servicios Externos

Nuestro Departamento de Servicios Exter-
nos está encantado de anunciar el regreso de 
nuestra hora de cuentos bilingüe este vera-
no. Invitamos a las familias a acompañarnos 
en el Parque Buckley todos los jueves a las 
10 a. m., del 4 de junio al 30 de julio.

Esta no es la típica hora de cuentos familiar. 
Cada semana ofrece algo un poco diferente, 
con una variedad de estilos de narración 
que reflejan la riqueza de la expresión 
bilingüe, incluyendo cuentos interactivos, 
canciones, movimiento y juego sensorial. La 
hora de cuentos bilingüe está diseñada para 
mantener a los niños interesados mientras 
se les introduce a escuchar historias tanto 

en inglés como en español. Ya sea que las 
familias hablen ambos idiomas con fluidez o 
que apenas estén comenzando a explorarlos, 
todos son bienvenidos a venir y participar.

La narración bilingüe brinda una gran 
variedad de beneficios tanto para los niños 
como para las familias. Los estudios han 
demostrado de manera constante que 
la exposición a múltiples idiomas desde 
una edad temprana favorece el desarrollo 
cognitivo, fortalece la memoria y mejora las 
habilidades para resolver problemas. Más 
allá de lo académico, también fomenta la 
conciencia cultural al ayudar a los niños a 
comprender y apreciar perspectivas difer-
entes a las suyas.

Para las familias, la hora de cuentos bilingüe 
crea un espacio compartido donde podemos 
aprender o practicar español de una manera 
divertida. Permite que padres y cuidadores 
se conecten con sus hijos mientras también 
desarrollan confianza en el uso y la comp-
rensión de un segundo idioma. Para quienes 
hablan español en casa, es una oportunidad 
para seguir practicándolo y ver y escuchar 
a otros aprender su idioma en un entorno 
público acogedor.
Este programa también trata sobre la co-
munidad y la posibilidad de reunirse en 
un espacio abierto para quienes podrían 
encontrar difícil estar en lugares cerrados. 

By Raena Wedel, Program Coordinator

At the Naturita Community Library, staff decided it was time 
to challenge our readers in a fun, adventurous way. The Page 
Masters Reading Challenge kicked off on March 1 and runs 
through February 2027, giving readers a full year to explore 
new stories, complete creative challenges, and earn rewards.

What Is Page Masters?
A year long reading adventure designed for all ages. Whether 
you are a brand new reader or a lifelong book lover, there is a 
challenge for you. Challenge packets include:
	 •  Book Bingo
	 •  Author Alphabet
	 •  Do the Dewey
	 •  52 in 52 (one book every week!)
	 •  12 to Try (one genre per month)
	 •  100 Books (for juvenile to adult readers)
	 •  1000 Books (for little readers)
Book Bingo is customized for each of our four age groups—
Easy, Juvenile, Young Adult, and Adult—so everyone gets a 
challenge that fits their reading level.

Why Participate?
Some challenges encourage you to read more (like 52 in 52). 
Others help you read beyond your comfort zone (like 12 to 
Try). All of them are designed to make reading fun, surpris-
ing, and rewarding.

Prizes & Drawings
We have partnered with local businesses to offer a variety of 
prizes throughout the year.
Each age group has its own prize drawings, held every three 
months.
Complete a challenge → earn an entry → increase your chanc-
es to win.

Ready to Begin?
Stop by the Naturita Community Library to pick up your 
challenge packet and start your Page Masters journey!

A Challenging Year — in the Best Way!

Tener la hora de cuentos bilingüe como un 
evento comunitario en el Parque Buckley 
permitirá que las familias se conecten entre 
sí, construyan amistades y creen recuerdos 
duraderos mientras disfrutan del sol de ver-
ano. La curiosidad, las risas y la emoción de 
los niños y las familias que llenan el parque 
cada semana serán testimonio del poder de 
las historias para unir a las personas y las 
culturas.

La hora de cuentos bilingüe no solo traerá 
historias, canciones y juego sensorial, sino 
también la Biblioteca Móvil, ¡nuestra biblio-
teca sobre ruedas! Las familias podrán venir 
y sacar en préstamo libros, películas y kits. 
En caso de que no cuente con una tarjeta 
de la biblioteca, nuestros bibliotecarios le 
ayudarán a obtener una.

No podríamos estar más emocionados de 
traer de regreso este programa otro verano 
más y seguir haciéndolo crecer con nuestra 
comunidad. Invitamos a todas las personas 
a acompañarnos, traer mantas, protector so-
lar, sombreros y ropa 
adecuada para disfru-
tar de actividades sen-
soriales que pueden 
ensuciar o mojar, y 
vivir un verano lleno 
de historias, cultura y 
conexión.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 June   
Summer Registration 
Begins
Balloon Artist & Face 
Painter, 10am-12pm
Board of Trustees 
meeting, 4pm
Creation Station, 4pm

2 
Outreach Delivery 
Rock Swap, 10am
Chess Club, 4pm

3 
Bookmobile-Olathe Town Park, 10am 
Baby & Toddler Storytime (0-36mos), 
10am
Bookmobile-Northbrook Villas, 1:30pm
Reading to Rover Open House, 3:30pm

4
Dino Yoga
Buckley Park, 10am
Crafternoon, 11-1pm
Rocks & Fossils with the
Uncompahgre Treasure 
Club, 11:00am (Main 
branch)
Books-n-Bites* 4:30pm

5 
Dinosaur Yoga
Storytime, 10am
(Main branch)

6
Adult Book Club, 
9am
Outreach Booth 
at Montrose Pride, 
3-6pm

7 8  
Creation Station, 4pm

9  
Outreach Delivery
Diorama Discovery 10am
Chess Club, 4pm
Ernesto Sagas author 
event, 6pm
Escape Room @ Mon-
trose Historical Museum, 
7-10pm (9-13 years)

10  
Bookmobile-Olathe Town Park, 10am
Baby & Toddler Storytime (0-36mos), 
10am
Bookmobile-Northbrook Villas, 1:30pm
LEGO club, 3pm
Reading to Rover,* 3:30pm
Escape Room @ Montrose Historical 
Museum, 7-10pm (9-13 years)

11 
Bilingual Storytime
Buckley Park, 10am
T-Rex Foam Party 11am
(Main branch)
Crafternoon, 11-1pm
Teen Book Club, 4-5pm

12
Escape Room        
7-10pm
(14-18 years)

13
Libros y chisme 
@ Ay! Chabela, 
11:30am
Escape Room @ 
Montrose His-
torical Museum    
7-10pm (9-13 
years)

14 15
Creation Station, 4pm

16  
Outreach Delivery 
Coffee & Conversation, 10-
11:30am
Dinosaur Dig Storytime
 10:30am
Chess Club, 4pm

17  
Bookmobile-Olathe Town Park, 10am
Baby & Toddler Storytime (0-36mos), 
10am
Bookmobile-Northbrook Villas, 1:30pm
Reading to Rover,* 3:30pm
Colorado 150th Flag Book Craft, 6pm

18 
Bilingual Storytime
Buckley Park, 10am
Crafternoon, 11-1pm 
What Shapes Our Earth 
1pm
Silent Reading Club @ 
The Association, 6:30-
8pm

19
Juneteenth 
Library Closed

20
Ute Museum: Eth-
nobotany and Art 
(16+), 9am-12pm

21 22 
Creation Station, 4pm

23
Outreach Delivery 
Chess Club, 4pm
Geology Informational 
Talk, 5:30-6:30pm

24  
Bookmobile-Olathe Town Park, 10am
Baby & Toddler Storytime (0-36mos), 
10am
Bookmobile-Northbrook Villas, 1:30pm
Lego Club 3pm
Reading to Rover,* 3:30pm

25
Bilingual Storytime
Buckley Park, 10am
Crafternoon, 11-1pm
Dinosaur Drawing Story-
time 11am (Main branch)
Pre-Teen Art & Science 
Club 4:30pm 

26 27 
Geology Hike-
Peach Valley BLM,
8am-12pm

28 29 
Creation Station, 4pm

30
Outreach Delivery 
Nature’s Educators, 11am
Chess Club, 4pm

1 July
Bookmobile-Olathe Town Park, 10am
Baby & Toddler Storytime (0-36mos), 
10am
Bookmobile-Northbrook Villas, 1:30pm
Reading to Rover,* 3:30pm

2 
Bilingual Storytime
Buckley Park, 10am
Crafternoon, 11-1pm

3 4
Independence 
Day Library 
Closed

5 6 
Geology Rocks!        
10am
Board of Trustees 
meeting, 4pm
Creation Station, 4pm

7
Outreach Delivery
Chess Piece Painting 10am
Chess Club, 4pm

8 
Bookmobile-Olathe Town Park, 10am
Baby & Toddler Storytime (0-36mos), 
10am
Bookmobile-Northbrook Villas, 1:30pm
Lego Club, 3pm
Reading to Rover,* 3:30pm
Community Read: Amy Frykholm, 6pm

9 
Bilingual Storytime
Buckley Park, 10am
Crafternoon, 11-1pm
Books-n-Bites* 4:30pm

10 11  
Adult Book Club, 
9am
Libros y chisme 
@ Ay! Chabela, 
11:30am

12 13 
Creation Station, 4pm

14 
Outreach Delivery
Chess Club, 4pm

15   
Bookmobile-Olathe Town Park, 10am
Baby & Toddler Storytime (0-36mos), 
10am
Bookmobile-Northbrook Villas, 1:30pm
Reading to Rover,* 3:30pm
Teen Book Club, 4-5pm

16 
Bilingual Storytime
Buckley Park, 10am
Crafternoon, 11-1pm
Pre-Teen Art & Science 
Club, 4:30pm
Silent Reading Club @ 
The Association, 6:30-
8pm

17 18
Inner Covers Book 
Club @ Montrose 
Center for Arts, 
9:30-11am

19 20
Creation Station, 4pm
Hispanic Heritage Mo-
saic Craft, 4-5pm

21 
Outreach Delivery 
Coffee & Conversation, 10-
11:30am
Dig In Storytime 10am
Chess Club, 4pm

22  
Bookmobile-Olathe Town Park, 10am
Baby & Toddler Storytime (0-36mos), 
10am
Bookmobile-Northbrook Villas, 1:30pm
Lego Club, 3pm
Reading to Rover,* 3:30pm

23 
Bilingual Storytime
Buckley Park, 10am
Crafternoon, 11-1pm

24 
Helping Hands 
Community Gather-
ing, 9-9:45am

25

26 27 
Creation Station     
Palooza 4pm
Teen Book Reviews 
Due, 5pm

28
Outreach Delivery 
CaveSIM 10am-6pm
Chess Club, 4pm

29   
Bookmobile-Olathe Town Park, 10am
Baby & Toddler Storytime (0-36mos), 
10am
Bookmobile-Northbrook Villas, 1:30pm
Reading to Rover,* 3:30pm

30 
Bilingual Storytime
Buckley Park, 10am 
Crafternoon, 11-1pm
Party Like Its 1876!                         
Final Program 4-6pm

31
Summer programs 
end
Teens After Hours: 
Lights Out! (Invita-
tion Only, 6-8pm

1 August 
Montrose 
Regional 
Library closed
Saturdays

2 3
Board of Trustees 
meeting, 4pm

4
Outreach Delivery 

5  6
Crafternoon, 11-1pm

7  8
Libros y chisme 
@ Ay! Chabela, 
11:30am
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Program Key
For Kids	             Outreach 
For Teens (12-18)
For Adults     For Everyone

For more information on these programs visit our website at www.montroselibrary.org or like us on 
Facebook: montroseregionallibrary or NaturitaLibrary. For children’s events call 970-249-9656 ext. 2.  
For teen events call 970-249-9656 ext. 3.  For adult events call 970-249-9656, ext 3. For Outreach 
events call 970-249-9656, ext. 9.				    *Indicates registration required. 

Newsletter editor: 
Jonathan Heath

Many thanks to all who 
contributed!


